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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ALFRETON. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
state  of  the  public  health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year 
1954. 

During  the  first  five  months  of  the  year,  Dr.  R.  G.  Bingham 
held  office  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  it  was  my  privi- 
lege to  succeed  him  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  new  arrangement,  whereby  your  town  shares  the  services 
of  one  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  two  other  areas,  has  been 
an  important  change  in  the  year,  requiring  much  re-organis- 
ation of  the  department,  and  the  solution  of  many  problems  of 
administration  and  distribution  of  work  between  two  offices. 
Generally  speaking,  all  matters  of  office  administration  con- 
cerning infectious  disease,  mortality  and  morbidity  are  dealt 
with  at  the  new  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
relevant  matters  of  Sanitary  Administration  are  dealt  with  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department.  The  aim  has  been  to 
disturb  the  Sanitary  Administration  as  little  as  possible,  at  least, 
in  the  present  early  stages,  so  that  by  making  gradual  modifi- 
cations in  the  light  of  experience,  a stable  and  efficient  public 
health  service  will  emerge. 

The  year  1954  has  also  been  important  in  that  certain  new 
legislation  of  an  important  character  has  come  into  force.  1 
refer  to  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  which  is  an  Act 
for  the  clearing  of  slums,  and  the  resuscitation  and  repair  of 
useful  units  of  accommodation  ; to  the  Slaughterhouses  Act, 
which  places  responsibility  for  licensing  of  Slaughterhouses  on 
the  Local  Authority  together  with  the  duty  of  meat  inspection  ; 
and  to  the  Derbyshire  County  Council  Act,  which  will  not,  how- 
ever, show  its  real  impact  on  public  health  law  until  1955. 

Details  of  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  for  1954  are  set 
out  in  my  report,  with  appropriate  explanations  and  comments. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  presented  to  you  a detailed 
analysis  of  the  work  carried  out  by  my  staff  of  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tors, and  the  Surveyor  has  kindly  given  information  on  matters 
appertaining  to  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage. 
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I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  the  support  and  encouragement  they  have  given 
me  during  the  year,  and  also  the  staff  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment for  their  loyal  and  enthusiastic  service. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  LAURIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


1.  General  statistics — 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  5,023 

Population  (estimated)  ...  ...  23,370 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  7,460 

Number  of  families  (1951  census)  ...  6,770 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...£114,214 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £425/17/11 

Population  per  acre  ...  ...  4.65 

2.  Extracts  from  vital  statistics — 

Births — 

Live  births  registered  ...  ...  397 

Still  births  registered  ...  ...  7 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  16*99 

Adjusted  birth  rate  (comparability  factor=0*97)  16*48 
Birth  rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  15*2 

Still  hirth  rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  17*33 

Still  birth  rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  24*0 

Deaths — 

Deaths  registered  ...  ...  ...  248 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  10*61 

Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor=l*09)  11-56 
Death  rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  1 1*3 

Maternal  deaths  (pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion)  0 
Maternal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  — 

Maternal  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  0*69 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year  of  age)  ...  9 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  22*67 

Infant  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  25*5 

Infant  deaths  (legitimate)  under  1 year  of  age  8 

Infant  mortality  (legitimate)  per  1,000  legiti- 
mate live  births  ...  ..  ...  21*28 

Infant  deaths  (illegitimate)  under  1 year  of  age  1 
Infant  mortality  (illegitimate)  per  1,000  ille- 
gitimate live  births  ...  ...  47*62 
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Infant  deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age) 

Neonatal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births 
Neonatal  mortality,  England  and  Wales 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from 
Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory,  England  and  Wales 
Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales 
Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 
Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus,  Eng.  and  Wales 
Cancer,  other  forms  ... 

Cancer,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales 
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22-67 

17-7 

0-342 

0-160 

0-043 

0-019 

0-342 

0- 369 

1- 412 
1-666 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  estimated  population  for  1954  was  23,370,  which  is  an 
increase  of  150  over  that  of  the  preceding  year  when  the  esti- 
mated population  was  23,220.  The  population  at  the  1951  census 
was  23,385.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  that  is,  the 
increase  of  births  over  deaths  for  1954  was  149. 

Births. 

There  were  397  live  births  and  7 still  births  registered  in  the 
year.  The  birth  rate  calculated  as  the  number  of  births  per 
1,000  of  the  population  was  16-99.  The  rate  for  1953  was  16-60. 
The  adjusted  rate  was  16-48  compared  with  a rate  of  15-2  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  still  birth  rate  assessed  as  a rate  per 
1,000  total  live  and  still  births  was  17-33  against  the  figure  of 
24-0  for  England  and  Wales.  Table  1 gives  details  of  births  and 
still  births  in  respect  of  sex  and  legitimacy. 

Deaths. 

The  crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  10-61 
compared  with  10-43  in  1953.  The  adjusted  death  rate  of  1 1-56 
compares  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  of  1 1-3.  The  number 
of  deaths  for  the  year  was  248,  of  whom  144  were  males  and 
104  females.  This  preponderance  of  males  over  females  is  quite 
usual.  It  is  also  known  that  the  very  young  and  the  old  die 
more  readily  than  those  of  intermediate  groups.  It  is  therefore 
apparent  that  the  death  rate  of  a particular  community  will 
depend  not  only  on  the  healthiness  of  the  environment,  but  also 
on  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  that  community.  Where  a com- 
parison of  the  death  rate  of  a community  is  made  with  that  of 
England  and  Wales  or  of  other  communities,  it  is  desirable  to 
remove  the  influence  of  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  com- 
munity before  doing  so  and  to  make  an  approximate  allowance 
for  the  way  in  which  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  pop- 
ulation differs  from  that  of  England  and  Wales  or  another 
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community.  To  do  this,  the  ordinary  or  crude  death  rate  and 
also  the  crude  birth  rate  may  be  multiplied  by  an  appropriate 
comparability  factor,  and  when  so  adjusted,  the  rates  are  then 
comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with 
the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  other  community. 

The  comparability  factor  for  Alfreton  in  respect  of  deaths  is 
1-09,  and  so  the  adjusted  death  rate  is  11-56,  which  is  then 
comparable  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  11-3.  A 
comparability  factor  of  over  1 indicates  that  the  sex  and  age 
component  of  the  local  population  in  itself  tends  to  favour  a low 
crude  death  rate. 

Tables  are  presented  in  the  report  showing  Infant  Deaths 
(Table  2)  and  the  various  birth  and  death  rates  with  a compari- 
son of  those  rates  with  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  Alfreton 
from  1945  to  1954  (Table  3). 

Deaths  from  individual  diseases. 

The  two  main  diseases  from  which  people  died  were  those  of 
the  circulatory  system,  including  heart  disease,  and  cancer.  Of 
the  total  deaths,  125  were  due  to  disease  of  the  circulatory 
system  including  heart  disease,  and  of  these,  36  deaths  were 
caused  by  coronary  disease  or  angina  of  the  heart,  a disease 
usually  associated  with  a high  standard  of  living  of  the  com- 
munity. 26  deaths  were  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system,  more  commonly  known  as  strokes.  Cancer  in  all  its 
forms  was  responsible  for  41  deaths.  Cancer  and  strokes  more 
often  occurred  in  the  older  members  of  the  community,  and 
while  it  is  unlikely  we  shall  see  a dramatic  reduction  in  the 
number  of  deaths  attributable  to  the  latter,  that  is,  cerebral 
vascular  disease,  in  the  near  future,  there  is  always  the  bright 
hope  that  a method  of  prevention  or  cure  for  cancer  other  than 
surgery  will  be  found  ; nevertheless,  where  cancer  is  diagnosed 
early  in  its  development,  surgery  and  related  methods  of  treat- 
ment hold  out  much  promise  of  success,  tuberculosis  is  dealt 
with  elsewhere  in  the  report,  but  it  is  noted  here  that  9 deaths 
were  recorded.  14  deaths  were  due  to  pneumonia  and  bron- 
chitis, one  was  due  to  influenza,  and  2 to  all  other  infectious 

diseases. 

There  were  three  suicides  in  the  Urban  District  in  1954, 
causes  of  death  being  drowning  2,  and  on  the  railway  1.  6 

accidental  deaths  were  recorded,  2 of  these  being  motor  vehicle 

0££1  ^0  j-J 

A detailed  list  of  causes  of  death  and  numbers  involved  is 
given  in  Table  4. 

Infant  mortality. 

A total  of  9 infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  year,  giving  a rate 
per  1,000  live  births  of  22-67.  This  is  lower  than  the  rate  for 
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England  and  Wales,  25-5.  All  the  9 deaths  occurred  in  babies 
under  4 weeks  of  age,  and  in  6 of  the  cases  prematurity  was  a 
factor  in  the  cause  of  death.  The  infant  death  rate  for  the 
whole  country  has  progressively  diminished  with  the  rise  in  the 
standard  of  living,  but  the  deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of 
age,  that  is  the  neonatal  deaths,  represent  a hard  core  which 
has  not  shown  the  dramatic  reduction  of  the  infant  death  rate. 
Infants  dying  after  the  age  of  4 weeks  generally  do  so  from 
some  disease,  and  the  advances  made  in  medical  treatment, 
combined  with  a much  improved  social  background  has  reduced 
the  risk  of  their  dying.  Babies  dying  under  the  age  of  4 weeks 
usually  do  so  not  because  of  infection,  but  of  some  weakening 
condition  resulting  from  prematurity,  birth  injury  or  some  ab- 
normality of  pregnancy,  and  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
such  deaths  lies  in  the  ante  natal  care  of  the  mother  and  the 
newly  born  child,  and  in  further  research  into  the  causes  of 
prematurity  and  congenital  malformations.  Great  advances 
have  already  been  made  in  these  fields  of  medicine  and  we  may 
expect  a steady  reduction  in  the  neonatal  death  rate  as  time 
goes  on. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  deaths  occurred  in  mothers 
from  child  birth  and  is  a tribute  to  our  maternity  medical 
services,  including  the  general  medical  practitioners. 

Infectious  disease. 

10  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1954,  and 
details  with  figures  for  comparison  in  the  years  1945  to  1954 
are  given  in  Tables  5 and  6.  There  has  been  little  reduction  in 
the  number  of  cases  notified  during  those  years,  but  this  is 
partly  due  to  the  much  improved  methods  of  diagnosis,  and 
particularly  the  careful  search  carried  out  by  the  tuberculosis 
services  to  discover  the  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  might  exist 
among  contacts  of  patients,  and  also  the  examination  of  the 
general  public  in  the  course  of  surveys  made  by  the  mass 
miniature  radiography  units.  Fewer  deaths  are  resulting  from 
this  disease,  but  treatment  is  still  time-consuming  and  makes 
the  illness  a serious  one  to  the  community  affecting  as  it  does 
the  younger  age  groups,  and  particularly  persons  of  adoles- 
cent or  early  middle  age.  Of  the  10  cases  notified,  all  were 
persons  of  working  age.  Fewer  males  were  affected  than 
females,  but  generally  speaking  both  sexes  are  equally  prone. 

Of  the  other  infectious  diseases  295  notifications  were  re- 
ceived and  tables  are  set  out  to  show  the  age  and  seasonal 
incidence  of  occurrence.  Of  the  total,  276  were  cases  of 
measles,  8 being  removed  to  hospital.  1 1 cases  of  dysentery 
were  notified,  9 being  removed  to  hospital.  One  case  of  para- 
lytic poliomyelitis  and  one  case  of  whooping  cough  were  re- 
ported together  with  4 cases  of  pneumonia. 
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On  reference  to  the  table  showing  the  age  group  distribution 
of  the  infectious  diseases,  Table  7,  the  expected  pattern  emerges. 
The  common  infections  affect  mostly  the  young  child,  rising  to 
a peak  in  the  case  of  measles  at  an  age  when  the  child  leaves 
the  comparative  immunity  of  his  home  to  enter  school.  Table 
8,  showing  seasonal  incidence,  reveals  that  the  peak  months  for 
infectious  diseases  were  September,  October  and  November, 
but  those  peaks  were  mainly  due  to  measles.  Pneumonia  was 
most  frequent  in  October,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  sum- 
mer months,  while  dysentery  was  at  its  height  in  May.  Admis- 
sions to  hospital  were  few  in  relation  to  the  number  of  infectious 
diseases  notified,  and  is  an  indication  of  the  advances  made  in 
treatment  which  allow  even  severe  cases  to  be  nursed  at  home. 
The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  are  set  out  in  Table  7. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year.  Immun- 
isation against  diphtheria  is  still  the  major  weapon  in  the 
control  of  the  disease.  A table  is  given  showing  the  number  of 
children  immunised  in  the  Urban  District  in  1954. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  (primary  immunisation  only). 


Age 


Number 


Under  1 year  ...  4 

1 - ...  ...  79 

2 - ...  ...  37 

3 - ...  ...  10 

4 - ...  ...  1 

5 - 9 ...  ...  5 

10  - 14  ...  ...  1 


Total  137 


Table  1.  Infant  Births. 


Infant  births 

M. 

Legitimate 

F. 

Total 

M 

Illegitimate 
. F.  Total 

Live 

197 

179 

376 

7 

14  21 

Still 

3 

2 

5 

2 

0 2 

Table  2.  Infant  Deaths. 


Infant  Legitimate  Illegitimate 


deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  1 year  of  age 

7 

1 

8 

1 

0 

1 

Under  4 wks.  of  age 

7 

1 

8 

1 

0 

1 

10 


Table  3. 


Rates  - Comparative  Tables  - 1944-1954. 


Births  and  Deaths,  Maternal  and  Infant  Mortality. 


Maternal 

Infant 

Year 

Birth 

Death 

mortality 

mortality 

rate 

rate 

rate 

rate 

1944 

20-82 

10-48 

— 

47-85 

1945 

19-88 

10-35 

— 

46-91 

1946 

19-13 

12-34 

— 

23-6 

1947 

20-88 

11-63 

— 

41-03 

1948 

18-66 

10-56 

2-36 

52-63 

1949 

17-96 

11-81 

4-74 

52-10 

1950 

16-52 

11-2 

7-46 

28-57 

1951 

14-28 

11-26 

— 

24-16 

1952 

16-34 

9-16 

. — 

27-88 

1953 

16-60 

10-43 

— 

40-42 

1954 

16-99 

10-61 

— 

22-67 

Table  4.  Causes  of 

Death. 

m. 

F. 

Total 

1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

6 

2 

8 

2 Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

— 

1 

3 Syphilitic  disease 

— 

2 

2 

4 Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

5 Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7 Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8 Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

2 

5 

11  ,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

2 

8 

12  ,,  ,,  breast 

— 

7 

7 

13  ,,  ,,  uterus 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

1 

1 

neoplasms 

9 

11 

20 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

■ 

___ 

16  Diabetes 

2 

1 

3 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

15 

26 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

23 

13 

36 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

2 

3 

5 

20  Other  heart  disease 

23 

22 

45 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

7 

13 

22  Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

23  Pneumonia  ... 

4 

2 

6 

24  Bronchitis  ... 

5 

3 

8 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

6 

1 

7 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

3 

1 

4 

11 


27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ...  1 


28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  3 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  1 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  — 

31  Congenital  malformations  ...  1 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  19 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  2 

34  All  other  accidents  ...  ...  3 

35  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  3 


36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .. 


1 2 

1 4 

1 

1 

6 25 

2 

1 4 

3 


All  causes 


...  144  104  248 


Table  5.  Tuberculosis,  1954  : New  cases  and  mortality. 


New 

cases 

Deaths 

Age  periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratorj 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  one  year  ... 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

1 — 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— — 

10 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

15 

2 

2 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

25 

— 

3 

— — 

3 

1 

— — 

45 

2 

1 

— — 

1 

— 

— — 

65  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— — 

2 

— 

— — 

Total 

4 

6 

1 

6 

2 

1 

Table  6.  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  1945-1954. 

Cases  Cases 


Year 

Non- 

Pulmonary  pulmonary 

Total 

Year 

Non- 

Pulmonary  pulmonary 

Total 

1945 

5 

7 

12 

1950 

11 

2 

13 

1946 

7 

7 

14 

1951 

29 

1 

30 

1947 

10 

3 

13 

1952 

16 

4 

20 

1948 

14 

4 

18 

1953 

10 

3 

13 

1949 

17 

5 

22 

1954 

10 

1 

11 

12 


Table  7. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1954. 

Age  groups  - hospital  admissions 
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Table  8. 

Notifiable  Diseases  - Seasonal  incidence. 
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Food  poisoning 
Dysentery 


PROVISION  OF  CLINICS. 


Derbyshire  County  Council — 

County  Clinic,  Grange  Street,  Alfreton.  Tel.  Alf reton  219. 

Ante-natal  Clinic,  Fridays,  9 - 12.30  ; 1.30  - 4 p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Tuesdays,  9 - 12.30  ; 1.30  - 4 p.m. 

Eye  Clinic,  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Wednesday  afternoons 

(by  appointment). 

School  Health  Clinic,  Wednesday  mornings 

(Doctor  in  attendance). 

Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Thursdays,  morning  and  afternoon. 

Wesleyan  Church,  Somercotes. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  2nd  and  4th  Monday,  1.30  - 4 p.m. 

Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Chest  Clinic,  County  Clinic,  Grange  Street,  Alfreton, 

Tuesday  and  Friday,  9.30  - 12.30. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

Part  1 of  the  Act. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors)  : 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Premises 

No.  on 

Inspec- 

written 

occupiers 

register 

tions 

notices 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6,  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

6 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  ... 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 

100 

49 

1 

premises)  ... 

— 

— 

— 



Total  106  56  1 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : 

No.  of 
cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  which 

defects  were  prose- 

cutions 

referred  were 


Particulars  Found 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

insti- 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

tuted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  — 

— 

— 





Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

N * 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitarv  conveniences 

(S.7)  : 

(a)  insufficient  ...  — 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

defective  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork)  ...  ...  1 

1 

1 

— 



Total  1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 

Outwork — 

No.  of 

No  of 
cases  of 

outworkers  default  in 

in 

sending 

Nature  of  work 

August 

list  to  the 

Notices 

Prose- 

list 

Council 

served 

cutions 

Wearing  apparel : making,  etc.  116 

— 

— 

— 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  .. 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Others 

• 

— 

— 

— 

Total  146 
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Surveyor’s  Report 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Survey , Waterworks  and  ■ 

Housing  Committees. 

I append  herewith  a summarised  report  compiled  in  accord- 
ance with  Circular  2/50  dated  25th  January,  1950. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  this  report  is  of  a brief  character 
only  and  by  no  means  embraces  the  full  working  of  my  depart- 
ment. 

To  enumerate  fully  the  statistics  and  records  of  all  under- 
takings in  my  control  would  entail  a special  staff,  and  the  final 
report  would  be  much  too  long  for  this  purpose. 


Water  Supply. 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  the  year  1954  : — 


Supplied  by  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board 
Pumped  at  Lea  Hall  Borehole 
Pumped  at  Lindway  Borehole 
Pumped  at  South  Wingfield  Colliery 
Supplied  from  Impounding  Reservoirs 


Gallons 

129.005.000 

141.050.000 

35.482.000 
5,044,000 

59.087.000 


369,668,000 


The  following  figures  of  water  supplied,  by  meter  for  trade 
purposes,  relate  to  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1955,  and  the 
calculations  below  are  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the 
population  supplied  by  the  Council  was  20,500. 

Gallons  per  head 
per  day 

For  domestic  and  public  purposes  ...  30*940 

For  trade  purposes  ...  ...  ...  15*660 

As  compensation  ...  ...  ...  2*804 


49-404 


A scheme  for  an  additional  supply  to  the  Council  from  the 
Derwent  Valley  Water  Board’s  main  at  Heage  was  approved 
after  a public  enquiry  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government.  This  new  main  was  substantially  laid  during 
1954,  and  finally  completed  in  March,  1955. 

O vying  to  the  widespread  occurrence  of  colliery  subsidence 
in  this  Urban  District  there  have  been  a large  number  of  bursts 
and  leaking  joints  on  the  water  mains  causing  considerable 
inconvenience  to  the  general  public. 
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Four  bursts  occurred  on  the  large  supply  mains  to  Alfreton 
and  thirty-one  hursts  on  distribution  mains. 

During  the  year  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board  turned  off 
the  water  supply  to  Alfreton  on  three  occasions,  to  effect  repairs. 

Water  Sampling. 

During  the  year  thirteen  samples  were  taken  of  mains  water 
after  filtration  and  chlorination,  for  bacteriological  examination. 
All  except  one  proved  suitable  for  drinking  purposes.  Of  four 
samples  of  raw  water  from  boreholes,  all  were  unsatisfactory. 
Two  chemical  analyses  taken  were  both  satisfactory. 

Additions. 

New  water  mains  laid  — 

Supply  main  Heage  to  Swanwick — 5,400  lin.  yds.  12  in. 
water  main  (concrete  lined). 

Distribution  mains,  Windmill  Estate — 240  lin.  yds.  4 in. 
water  main. 

Waste  of  Water  Notices — Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Twenty  notices  have  been  sent  to  owners  of  property  to  repair 
burst  pipes,  etc.,  causing  wastage  of  water. 

422  taps  have  had  new  washers  fitted  free  of  charge  by  the 
waste  water  inspector,  in  order  to  conserve  the  water  supply. 

Water  Abstraction  Regulations,  1947. 

Under  Section  6 of  the  Water  Act,  1945. 

A daily  record  has  been  kept  of  water  pumped  from  Lea 
Borehole  and  Lindway  Borehole,  and  water  analysis  taken,  and 
returns  sent  to  the  Director  of  the  Geological  Survey  and 
Museum  in  accordance  with  the  above  regulations. 

Housing. 

There  were  130  traditional  houses  and  bungalows  completed 
during  the  year  by  Alfreton  U.D.C.  This  brings  the  total  to 
907.  In  addition,  39  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

The  number  of  houses  under  construction  by  Alfreton  U.D.C. 
(at  the  end  of  1954)  was  52,  and  by  private  enterprise  35. 

Housing  Contracts  let  to  Contractors  during  1954. 

During  1954,  122  houses  have  been  let  to  local  builders  in  9 
contracts  on  Pease  Close  site. 

The  estate  layout  and  house  type  plans,  together  with  specifi- 
cations and  quantities,  have  been  prepared  in  my  office.  The 
practice  of  negotiating  prices  for  small  numbers  of  houses  based 
on  occasional  contracts  put  out  to  tender  has  been  continued, 
and  good  housing  progress  has  been  maintained.  At  the  end 
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of  1954,  Alfreton  was  still  the  leading  Urban  District  in  Derby- 
shire for  post-war  houses  and  the  success  is  due  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  vigilance  and  co-operation  of  both  Clerks  of 
Works. 

Housing  Programme  Summary  at  31st  December,  1954. 

Houses , etc .,  completed — 


Pre-war  houses 

456 

Post-war  houses,  bungalows  and  flats 

911 

Hutments,  Swanwick  . . 

23 

Houses  under  construction — 

Pease  Close  site, 

Alfreton  2 bedroom  type 

26 

934 

1390 

3 bedroom  type 

26 

52 


1442 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

No  large  works  of  repair  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
Flooding  of  streets  and  even  houses  has  occurred  during  heavy 
storms  due  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  existing  sewers. 

Many  of  the  existing  sewers  and  sewerage  disposal  works  in 
the  Alfreton  Urban  District  are  seriously  overloaded  during  wet 
periods. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  sewage  outfall  works  in  the 
Alfreton  Urban  District : 

Meadow  Lane  sewage  farm,  Meadow  Lane,  Alfreton. 
Highfields  sewage  farm,  off  Wingfield  Road,  Alfreton. 
Birchwood  sewage  farm,  Birchwood  Lane,  Somercotes. 
Swanwick  sewage  farm,  off  Derby  Road,  Swanwick. 
Greenhill  Lane  sewage  farm,  Greenhill  Lane,  Riddings. 
Newlands  sewage  farm,  Newlands  Road,  Riddings. 

Codnor  Park  sewage  farm,  off  Main  Road,  Pye  Bridge. 
Cotes  Park  sewage  farm,  off  Nottingham  Rd.,  Somercotes. 

Highways. 

Road  works  have  been  carried  out  on  county  roads  as 
follows  : 

A 615. 

Section  : Meadow  Lane  to  Station  Hotel,  west  side. 
Length  : 130  lin.  yds.  10"  x 5"  kerb  on  concrete  foundations 
and  backing. 
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Length  : 

Length  : 

Section  : 
Length  : 

Section  : 
Length  : 

613. 

Section  : 
Length  : 


Section  : 
Length  : 

Section  : 
Length  : 


Section  : 
Length  : 

Section  : 
Length  : 


Section  : 
Length  : 
Section  : 
Length  : 


Section  ; 
Length  : 


Section  : 


70  lin.  yds.,  area  120  sq.  yds.,  repave  footpath 
with  bituminous  topping. 

60  lin.  yds.,  area  100  sq.  yds.,  relay  concrete  slabs 
on  mortar  dabs,  replace  broken  slabs. 

Priory  Road  to  Church  Hall. 

150  lin.  yds.,  area  125  sq.  yds.,  pave  verge  with 
bituminous  topping. 

Market  Place  to  the  station. 

1,500  yds.,  area  15,000  sq.  yds.,  tarspray  road. 


Cornhill  House  to  Orange  Street,  south  side. 

70  lin.  yds.,  repave  footpath  with  bituminous  top- 
ping ; relay  existing  kerb  on  concrete  foundations 
and  backing. 

Abbott  Road  to  bottom  of  Nix’s  Hill,  east  side. 

100  lin.  yds.,  area  200  sq.  yds.,  repave  footpath 
with  bituminous  topping. 

Cotes  Park  to  Cricket  Ground,  east  side. 

500  lin.  yds.  10"  x 5"  kerb  on  concrete  foundations 
and  backing  ; repave  footpath  with  bituminous 
topping. 

Victoria  Street  to  Market  Place,  west  side. 

100  lin:  yds.,  area  200  sq.  yds.,  repave  footpath 
with  bituminous  topping. 

Birchwood  Lane  to  Quarry  Road,  east  side. 

200  lin.  yds.,  relay  existing  kerb  on  concrete 
foundations  and  backing  ; repave  footpath  with 
bituminous  topping. 

Bridge  towards  Pye  Bridge,  east  side. 

30  lin.  yds.,  area  60  sq.  yds.,  repave  verge. 

At  boundary. 

10  lin.  yds.,  10"  x 5"  kerbs  on  concrete  founda- 
tions and  backing  ; repave  footpath  with  bitum- 
inous topping. 

Near  level  crossings. 

30  yds.,  area  210  sq.  yds.,  excavate  average  depth 
12"  and  dispose  of  excavated  material,  8"  concrete 
foundations,  3"  coat  of  tarred  limestone,  finished 
off  with  bituminous  topping. 

Canal  Bridge,  Pye  Bridge,  painting,  not  carried 
out  last  year. 
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B 6016. 

Section  ; Degg’s  garage  to  Post  Office,  north  side. 

Length  : 350  lin.  yds.,  10"  x 5"  kerbs  on  concrete  founda- 
tions and  backing  ; repave  footpath  with  bitum- 
inous topping. 

Section  : School  gates  along  the  Delves,  north  side. 
Length  : 400  lin.  yds.,  repave  footpath  with  bituminous 
topping. 

Section  : School  Street,  Fern  Bank  to  Post  Office. 

Length  : 93  lin.  yds.,  10"  x 5"  kerbs  on  concrete  foundations 
and  backing  ; repave  footpath. 

Section  : Canal  Bridge,  Ironville,  painting,  not  carried  out 
last  year. 

Sleetmoor  Lane. 

Section  : Laburnum  Inn  to  Whites  Lane. 

Length  : 200  lin.  yds.,  area  320  sq.  yds.,  repave  footpath 
with  bituminous  topping. 

B 6017. 

Cemetery  Road  to  Doctor’s  Surgery,  west  side. 

Length  : 150  lin.  yds.,  10"  x 5"  kerbs  on  concrete  founda- 
tions and  backing. 

C.I.  Golden  Valley. 

Section  : Newlands  Drive  to  Shawcroft  Avenue,  east  side. 
Length  : 200  lin.  yds.,  area  400  sq.  yds.,  10"  x 5"  kerbs  on 
concrete  foundations  and  backing  ; repave  foot- 
path with  bituminous  topping. 

Openings  in  Public  Highways. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  389  applications  for  per- 
mission to  break  up  public  highways.  Consequently  reinstate- 
ments in  all  these  cases  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Council 
and  charges  made  to  the  respective  applicants. 

Cemeteries. 

Interments  during  1954  : 

Alfreton  cemetery 
Leabrooks  cemetery 

Memorials  erected  during  1954  : 

Alfreton  : headstones  and  kerbs 
vases 

inscriptions 

Leabrooks  : headstones  and  kerbs 
vases 

inscriptions  ... 


70 

70 


25 

19 

0 

22 

23 

4 
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Since  the  flat  section  started  in  each  cemetery  there  have 
been  75  burials  at  Alfreton  and  62  at  Leabrooks.  During  1954 
there  have  been  19  at  Alfreton  and  22  at  Leabrooks. 

Pleasure  Grounds. 

Generally,  the  pleasure  grounds  were  maintained  in  good 
order  in  view  of  the  amount  of  labour  available  for  this  purpose. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  pleasure  grounds  and  playing 
fields  in  the  Urban  District  that  are  controlled  by  the  Council. 

Alfreton  Miners’  Welfare  Ground — 14  acres. 

Facilities  : 2 football  pitches 
2 bowling  greens 
5 tennis  courts 
1 putting  green 
1 pavilion 

Alma  Watchorn  Park— Gardens — 2-5  acres. 

Watchorn  Playing  Fields — 4 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 hockey  and  1 cricket  pitch 
1 paddling  pool 

Somercotes  Welfare  Ground — 8 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 bowling  green 
4 tennis  courts 

1 18-hole  putting  green 

2 pavilions 

Somercotes  Cricket  Ground — 6 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 football  pitch 

1 cricket  pitch 

Pye  Bridge  Recreation  Ground— 12  acres. 

Facilities  : 1 football  pitch 
Riddings  Recreation  Ground — 12  acres. 

Facilities  : 1 bowling  green 

2 tennis  courts 
gardens 

2 football  pitches 
1 pavilion 

Codnor  Park  Recreation  Ground — 9 acres. 

Facilities  : 4 tennis  courts  (2  grass) 

1 football  pitch 

2 pavilions 

Birchwood  Woods— Woodlands  — 12  acres. 

Swanwick  Playing  Fields — 1 acre. 

Facilities  : children’s  swings,  etc. 

Alfreton  Market. 

The  average  number  of  stalls  rented  each  Friday  on  Alfreton 
Market  was  45,  and  a large  number  of  applicants  had  to  be 
refused  owing  to  shortage  of  space. 
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A new  market  was  constructed  during  the  year,  situate  below 
the  ’bus  stand,  and  58  new  permanent  concrete  stalls  of  novel 
design  erected.  This  market  layout  is  believed  to  be  unique  in 
this  country. 

Notification  of  Defects  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  referred  78  com- 
plaints to  me  for  my  attention.  A large  number  of  these  were 
of  a technical  character  relating  to  building  construction. 
Appropriate  action  was  taken  and  the  complaints  remedied. 

Close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  all  officers  of  the 
Council. 

Generally. 

Outdoor  Staff — 

It  will  be  realised  that  the  division  of  the  employees  between 
the  various  departments  fluctuates  according  to  the  season  and 
the  nature  of  the  current  works,  however,  I have  endeavoured 


to  average  out  the  numbers 

Water  W orks — 

1 Waste  water  Inspector 
1 Plumber  and  Turncock 
1 Water  Bailiff 

1 Plumber’s  mate 
6 Labourers 

Highways  ( County  and 

District  Roads)- 

2 Paviors 

2 Gangers 
18  Labourers 

General — 

1 Tractor  driver 

3 Motor  lorry  drivers 

2 Roller  drivers 

1 Compressor  operator 

2 Hedgecutters 

Housing  Repairs — 

1 Bricklayer  supervisor 

3 Bricklayers 

2 Plumbers 

1 Bricklayer’s  mate 

4 Painters 

4 Labourers 
1 Joiner 
1 Gardener 


throughout  the  year  : 

Gulley  Emptying — 

1  Gulley  emptier  driver 

1 Gulley  emptierdriver’smate 
Sewerage  & Sewage  Disposal — 

5 Sewage  farm  attendants 

2 Labourers 

Cemeteries — 

2 Sextons 
2 Labourers 

2 Chapel  cleaners  (part-time) 
Market — 

i Labourer  (equivalent  of  5 
men  at  5 hours  per  week) 
Public  Conveniences — 
li  Male  cleaners 
1 Female  cleaner 
Public  Offices — 

1 Cleaner 
Depot — 

1 Storekeeper 
Street  Scavenging — 

1 Mechanical  sweeper  driver 

3 Labourers 
Pleasure  Grounds — 

5 Groundsmen 

6 Gardeners 


Total  92  workmen. 
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Supervisory  Staff — 


Highways  Superintendent  and  General  Foreman  : A.  Hough. 
Clerks  of  Works  : T.  Clarke  and  S.  Shelton. 


I have  received  good  co-operation  from  the  outside  staff  and 
this  has  enabled  me  to  carry  out  the  whole  of  the  year’s  pro- 
gramme of  works  satisfactorily. 


Technical  Office  Staff — 

Assistant  Surveyor 
Senior  Clerk 
Clerk 

Clerk  and  Typist 


F.  H.  Hanbury 
F.  C.  Hopkinson 
D.  I.  Dowman 
Miss  P.  H.  Cox 


My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  office  staff  for  conscientious 
attention  to  duty  and  enthusiasm  for  their  work  which  has  en- 
abled the  department  to  run  efficiently. 


It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  work  of  my  department  is  of  a 
highly  important  and  technical  nature  requiring  great  care  and 
attention  to  detail  and  involves  the  control  of  the  majority  of 
important  public  services. 


F.  P.  WALTERS, 

Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 

Inspector 

on  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Urban  District. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fourteenth  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1954. 

The  Report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  Circulars 
1/54  dated  12th  January,  1954,  and  Circular  28/54  dated  15th 
December,  1954,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  ; and  in 
accordance  with  Articles  5 (3)  and  17  (5)  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers’  (outside  London)  Regulations,  1935  — 1951  and  Article 
14  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1926.  The  latter  requires 
Officers  to  furnish  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  a report 
of  their  work  during  the  preceding  year  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  31st  December. 

The  year  under  review  has  undoubtably  been  a most  arduous 
and  difficult  year,  due  mainly  to  the  re-introduction  of  Meat 
Inspection  after  a lapse  of  fourteen  years,  with  the  passing  of 
the  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1954  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
(Amendment)  Act,  1954  ; also  to  the  introduction  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  and  the  housing  work  necessary 
as  a consequence  of  the  Goverment’s  policy  of  intensified  slum 
clearance. 

Transfer  of  the  Public  Health  Department  to  The  Firs, 

High  Street,  Alfreton. 

This  was  arranged  at  the  July  Committee  and  Council  Meet- 
ing and  carried  into  effect  the  week  prior  to  Christmas,  1954. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  department  has  made  every 
endeavour  to  deal  with  the  requests  and  problems  of  the  rate- 
payers. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  visits  and  inspections  made 
during  the  year: — 

General  Sanitary  Administration  : — 


Bakehouses 

No.  on 
register 

10 

Increase 
or  decrease 

2 

Inspections 

made 

12 

Canal  boats 

0 

0 

0 

Common  lodging  houses 

1 

0 

4 

Dairies 

...  33 

+ 5 

26 
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No.  on 

Increase 

Inspections 

register 

or  decrease 

made 

Factories  and  workplaces 

106 

—3 

56 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

0 

0 

0 

Ice  cream  premises 

77 

+ 6 

55 

Market  stalls 

6 

0 

312 

Milk  distributors  ... 

29 

3 

87 

Moveable  dwellings — 
{a)  sites 

8 

—2 

20 

(6)  dwellings 

18 

— 2 

44 

Offensive  trades  ... 

1 

— 1 

11 

Outworkers 

146 

+ 61 

2 

Preserved  food  stores 

47 

0 

283 

Shops  ... 

487 

0 

867 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

14 

— 2 

70 

Knackers  yards 

0 

0 

0 

Swimming  baths  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  : 

Portable  ashbins  in  use  and  emptied  by  Council  ...  8,001 

Premises  visited  for  collection  of  trade  refuse  ...  48 

Premises  visited  for  collection  of  salvage  ...  ...  174 

Night  soil  : 

Pail  closets  emptied  by  Council  weekly  ...  ...  919 

Pail  closets  emptied  by  Council  twice  weekly  ...  439 

Closet  sumps  emptied  by  Council  ...  ...  0 

Cesspools  emptied  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  52 

Water  closets  in  area  ...  ...  ...  6,055 

Conversions  : 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  carriage  system  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Section  75.  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Provision  of  Dust  Bins  by  Local  Authority. 


It  will  be  noted  that  194  new  dust  bins  were  provided  during 
the  year,  and  in  thirty  instances  statutory  notices  were  served. 
It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  in  respect 
of  non-compliance  with  the  notice  to  supply  a dust  bin.  Our 
system  has  been  to  send  the  usual  preliminary  notice  to  the 
owner  of  the  premises,  that  the  dust  bin  is  defective  and  re- 
quires replacement.  Should  the  owner  default,  a statutory 
notice  is  served  to  the  effect,  that  if  a dustbin  is  not  supplied 
to  the  property  within  twenty-eight  days,  the  local  authority 
will  supply  one  in  default,  and  a charge  of  5/-  per  year,  recover- 
able through  the  general  rate,  will  be  levied  in  perpetuity  in 
respect  of  the  property. 
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The  scheme  has  worked  extremely  well  and  the  fact  that 
legislation  has  been  avoided  gives  cause  for  satisfaction. 

During  the  year,  10  owners  have  requested  me  to  supply  a 
dust  bin  and  charge  through  the  general  rate.  25  Dust  bins 
have  been  supplied  to  properties  under  their  control. 

Supply  of  Dust  Bins. 

The  purchase  of  a better  type  dust  bin  was  authorised  during 
the  year.  I was  of  the  opinion  that  the  cheap  bin,  18"  x 24"  18  lbs. 
at  1 9/ 3d.  was  not  standing  up  to  the  rigours  of  service  in  a 
mining  community.  The  “life”  of  the  bin  in  some  Council 
estates  was  six  months.  I accordingly  requested  the  Council  to 
experiment  with  a trial  lot  of  500  18"  x 24"  corrugated  23/24  lb. 
Universal  dust  bins  at  23/8d.  each.  The  experiment  has  been 
well  worth  while.  Our  estimated  requirement  was  500  bins  for 
1954,  and  I am  of  the  opinion  this  number  will  see  us  through 
to  the  end  of  1955. 


Complaints  for  1954. 

Absence  of  coals  accommodation  ...  ...  2 

dry  areas  ...  ...  ...  2 

damp-proof  courses  ...  ...  19 

doors  ...  ...  ...  2 

door  furniture  ...  ...  2 

dustbins  ...  ...  ...  6 

eavesgutters  ...  ...  29 

front  boards  to  pan  closet  seats  ...  6 

electric  light  ...  ...  4 

inspection  chamber  covers  ...  6 

inspection  chamber  frames  ...  6 

proper  drainage  ...  ...  36 

proper  food  stores  ...  ...  3 

proper  paving  ...  ...  38 

rainwater  downspouts  ...  ...  52 

sinks  ...  ...  ...  2 

sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  7 

sash  cords  ...  ...  ...  10 

threshold  strips  ...  ...  4 

weatherboards  ...  ...  12 

window  furniture  ...  ...  5 

water  supply  over  sink  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  ashes  ...  ...  ...  46 

manure  ...  ...  4 

Animals  improperly  kept  : 

Fowls  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Carried  forward  310 


Brought  forward  310 
Cats  and  dogs  ...  ...  ...  1 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  23 

Dampness  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  217 

Dangerous  wells  ...  ...  ...  l 

Defective  boilers  ...  ...  ...  19 

boiler  lids  ...  ...  ...  21 

brickwork  to  firebacks  ...  ...  16 

brickwork  ...  ...  ...  37 

ceiling  plaster  ...  ...  147 

cement  fillets  ...  ...  ...  8 

cement  reveals  ...  ...  19 

cement  rendering  ...  ...  6 

chimney  pots  ...  ...  ...  7 

chimney  stacks  ...  ...  11 

cooking  ranges  ...  ...  21 

coppers  ...  ...  ...  4 

doors  ...  ...  ...  42 

door  frames  ...  ...  ...  28 

door  furniture  ...  ...  11 

door  steps  ...  ...  ...  5 

drains  ...  ...  ...  8 

dustbins  ...  ...  ...  194 

eavesgutters  ...  ...  ...  62 

firebars  ...  ...  ...  7 

firegrates  ...  ...  ...  26 

flashings  ...  ...  ...  49 

floors  ...  ...  ...  65 

flues  ...  ...  ...  6 

fireplace  surrounds  ...  ...  8 

inspection  chamber  covers  ...  2 

inspection  chamber  frames  ...  2 

jockey  bars  ...  ...  ...  6 

jockey  bar  supports  ...  ...  4 

lintels  ...  ...  ...  6 

midfeathers  in  flues  ...  ...  7 

mantelshelves  ...  ...  5 

ovens  ...  ...  ...  9 

oven  cheeks  ...  ...  ...  11 

pan  closet  seats  ...  ...  5 

pan  closet  front  boards  ...  ...  9 

Defective  paving  ...  ...  ...  25 

pavement  channels  ...  ...  1 

pointing  ...  ...  ...  97 

putty  work  to  windows  ...  ...  15 

rainwater  downspouts  ...  ...  47 


Carried  forward  1450 
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Brought  forward  1450 

rising  mains  ...  •••  •••  iy 

roofs  ...  •••  •••  149 

sanitary  pans  ...  ...  •••  l'7 

sinks  ...  •••  •••  0 

sink  waste  pipes  ...  23 

skirting  boards 
stair  treads 

taps  ...  •••  •••  3 

threshold  strips  ...  •••  13 

wall  plaster  ...  ...  •••  137 

waste  water  preventors  ...  ...  9 

w.c.’s 
w.c.  seats 

weatherboards  ...  •••  3 

windows  ...  •••  34 

window  frames  ...  •••  77 

window  furniture  ...  •••  8 

window  cords  ...  ...  •••  37 

window  reveals  ...  ...  11 

Cesspool  overflowing  ...  ...  •••  1 

Dilapidated  coal  houses  ...  ...  •••  3 

Dilapidated  pan  closet  buildings  ...  ...  39 

Dustbins  not  emptied  ...  ...  •••  13 

Dustbins  not  returned  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dustbin  lids  missing  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  w.c.  pedestals 

Filthy  premises  ...  ...  ...  7 

Flooded  yards,  passages,  etc.  ...  ...  9 

Flooded  cellars  ...  ..  ...  2 

General  defects  ...  ...  ...  9 

Inadequate  water  supply  ...  ...  8 

Insufficient  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  24 

Inefficient  damp-proof  courses  ...  ...  18 

Larder  floors  below  ground  level  ...  ...  15 

Milk  bottles  not  returned  ...  ...  2 

Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Noise  nuisances  (outworkers)  ...  ...  2 

Obnoxious  smells  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pan  closets  causing  nuisance  ...  ...  3 

Pans  not  emptied  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rabbits  causing  a nuisance  ...  ...  2 

Rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  15 

Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Wastage  of  water  ...  ...  ...  17 


Total  2605 
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Notification  of  Defects,  etc.,  to  Surveyor. 

Matters  coming  to  my  notice,  either  by  observation  or  by 
complaint,  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Surveyor,  were  passed 
on  to  him.  These  matters  chiefly  concerned  Council  house 
defects,  water  supply,  sewers  and  sewage  nuisances.  Seventy- 
eight  such  instances  are  recorded  in  my  day-book.  We  do 
everything  possible  to  assist  in  inter-departmental  co-operation. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Part  2 - Sanitation  and  Buildings  (Sections  14-90). 

Sewage  scheme  for  the  district. — We  still  await  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  scheme  for  submission  to  the  Ministry,  and  this 
matter  has  again  been  given  serious  consideration  by  my  Coun- 
cil. Progress  on  the  scheme  will  be  noted  in  the  Surveyor’s 
report.  I am  extremely  anxious  to  reduce  the  considerable 
number  of  pail  closets  in  the  urban  district,  and  it  is  my  con- 
stant endeavour  to  persuade  people  to  take  advantage  of  the 
Council’s  offer  of  £10,  or  half  cost  up  to  a maximum  of  £10,  to 
assist  in  this  desirable  improvement. 

During  the  year,  59  such  conversions  have  been  carried  out, 
an  increase  of  1 1 on  the  previous  year.  Rising  costs  lead  many 
people  to  consider  the  £10  offered,  an  inadequate  contribution. 

Cromford  Canal , Golden  Valley. — The  smell  nuisance  caused 
in  the  summer  when  the  canal  partially  dried  up  has,  I think, 
been  somewhat  reduced.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the 
National  Coal  Board  installed  four  large  capacity  cesspools  to 
receive  the  surface  water  and  sink  waste  drainage  from  the 
sixty  or  so  houses  owned  by  the  Board.  These  were  brought 
into  use  in  November,  and  the  Council  have  undertaken  to 
empty  them  free  of  charge.  We  find  it  necessary  to  empty  one 
once  per  week,  and  the  other  three  once  per  month. 

Deosan  Factory. — During  the  year,  we  have  experienced 
difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  trade  refuse  in  the  form  of  straw 
from  this  factory.  The  straw  has  been  used  as  packing  straw 
in  carboy  baskets.  As  such,  it  is  useless  for  composting,  and 
it  would  constitute  of  breach  of  the  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 
(Packing  Materials)  (Amendment)  Order,  1926,  to  use  for  any 
other  purpose  than  as  packing  material  ; consequently  it  has 
to  be  burnt,  and  as  the  quantity  is  in  the  region  of  30  tons  per 
month  a smoke  nuisance  is  unavoidable  in  certain  weather  con- 
ditions, but  we  do  everything  possible  to  minimise  the  nuisance. 

Several  complaints  were  received  with  regard  to  the  smell 
— similating  fish — caused  by  leakages  of  trimethyl  a mine.  The 
firm  have  registered  under  the  Alkali  Act,  and  action  was  taken 
by  referring  the  matter  to  the  Alkali  Inspector,  Mr.  Ireland.  In 
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a report  later,  he  informed  me  that  some  of  the  drums  con- 
taining the  chemical  had  been  stored  in  the  open  air  and  had 
been  affected  by  the  hot  sun.  They  had  been  removed  when  he 
made  his  inspection,  and  he  was  unable  to  detect  any  odour 
from  them.  The  firm  are  most  anxious  to  co-operate  with  the 
Department,  and  an  apology  was  received  from  the  Manager. 

Public  convenience , Nottingham  Road , Somercotes. — I con- 
tinue to  receive  complaints  from  residents  and  travellers  with 
regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  this  convenience.  May 
I suggest  the  Council  consider  the  resiting  of  this  convenience, 
particularly  as  school  children  of  both  sexes  have  to  pass  with- 
in a few  feet  of  the  building  on  their  entering  and  leaving 
Somercotes  Junior  School.  The  matter  was  shelved  several 
years  ago,  owing  to  the  curtailment  of  expenditure.  In  my  view, 
satisfactory  lavatory  accommodation  for  both  sexes  in  a village 
the  size  of  Somercotes  is  long  overdue. 

Nuisances. — In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  a serious  sewage 
nuisance  occurred,  due  to  sewage  from  the  combined  drain 
from  the  Empire  Theatre,  Somercotes,  H.M.B.  Manufacturing 
Co.  and  the  Fire  Station  being  discharged  on  to  the  garden  of 
a private  house  in  Langley  Avenue. 

After  meeting  owners  and  representatives  of  the  properties 
concerned,  together  with  the  National  Coal  Board,  the  latter 
accepted  liability.  The  main  drain  was  relaid  and  the  nuisance 
abated. 

National  Coal  Board  made  an  offer  to  the  Council  to  convert 
pail  closets  to  water  carriage  system  at  twenty  properties  in 
the  Alfreton  Urban  District;  the  Council  to  pay  half  the  cost 
in  accordance  with  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  47.  The 
offer  was  rejected  until  the  Conncil’s  general  scheme  has  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry.  The  offer  of  £10  or  half  the  cost, 
however,  was  made. 

The  matter  is  still  under  consideration  by  the  National  Coal 
Board. 

Nuisance — Public  Health  Act , 1936. — Legal  proceedings  were 
threatened  in  respect  of  outstanding  housing  defects  at  number 
73  Bolton  Street,  Swanwick.  The  work  was  carried  out  im- 
mediately prior  to  the  case  being  entered  Court. 

Mis-use  of  nightsoil  pails. — Warning  was  given  to  several 
householders  in  respect  of  depositing  vegetables  and  other 
refuse  than  that  for  which  they  are  intended,  in  nightsoil  pails. 

Noise  nuisance. — An  appeal  was  received  from  the  manager 
of  the  First  Conference  Estate  and  also  from  ratepayers  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Swanwick  outcrop  site,  for  the  Council  to  do 
something  with  regard  to  the  noise  nuisance  caused  by  the  elec- 
trical generators  in  the  power  house  on  the  site. 
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Whilst  realising  we  had  no  legal  powers,  representations  were 
made  and  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Contractors  on  the  site  that 
they  provided  a baffle  surround  of  baled  straw  which  had  the 
effect  of  considerably  minimising  the  nuisance. 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  or  Articles  and 
Verminous  Persons. 

Sections  83 — 86. 

During  the  year  eight  cases  of  filthy  houses  came  to  my 
notice;  eight  preliminary  notices  were  served.  Constant  atten- 
tion was  given  to  each  case  until  the  premises  had  been  cleansed 
and  disinfested.  After  the  service  of  a Statutory  Notice,  dis- 
infestation is  carried  out  by  the  department  at  the  expense  of 
the  occupier.  Many  premises  are  disinfested  at  the  request  of 
the  owners  or  occupiers  who  pay  for  the  service. 

Insecticides  are  sold  to  ratepayers  at  cost  price,  enabling  them 
to  eradicate  cockroaches  and  other  pests.  The  charge  for  the 
service,  in  my  view,  acts  as  a stimulus  to  make  an  effort  to  keep 
down  the  pests. 

Filthy  condition  of  house. — Despite  an  inspection  of  the  house 
and  a little  friendly  advice  to  a prospective  council  house  tenant, 
it  is  surprising  how  quickly  some  people  forget  their  promise  to 
keep  a house  clean  and  to  cultivate  the  garden.  When  remin- 
ded of  these  promises  we  hear  the  familiar  string  of  excuses. 

Repeated  warnings  are  given,  and  finally  ejectment  is  called 
for.  Such  an  experience  resulted  in  my  attendance  at  Court 
on  Wednesday,  20th  January,  when  the  Clerk  of  the  Council 
successfully  applied  for  possession  of  No.  73  Preston  Avenue, 
Alfreton,  owing  to  the  filthy  condition  of  the  premises.  On  the 
previous  Wednesday  I had  been  called  to  give  evidence  on 
behalf  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  as  to  the  conditions  existing  at  the 
premises.  Man  and  wife  were  each  fined  £10  and  £3/13/6  costs. 
In  a subsequent  appeal  to  Quarter  Sessions  evidence  was  again 
given  and  the  appeal  dismissed. 

Filthy  and/or  verminous  premises  were  dealt  with  and  clean- 
sed at  the  expense  of  the  occupier  as  follows  ; — 

181  and  182  King  Street,  Alfreton. 

24  Alma  Street,  Alfreton. 

79  and  80  Derby  Road,  Swanwick. 

We  also  dealt  effectively  with  four  cases  of  wasps  nests  under 
eavesgutters  over  bedroom  windows  and  porches. 

Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research. — I must 
pay  tribute  to  the  valuable  assistance  given  to  me  during  the 
year  by  the  Infestation  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Scientific 
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and  Industrial  Research  in  the  identification  of  unusual  speci- 
mens. The  department  not  only  identified  the  specimen  but 
gave  a complete  description,  life  history,  and  suggested  method 
of  dealing  with  an  infestation. 

The  following  specimens  were  sent  away  during  the  year, 
and  the  infestations  satisfactorily  dealt  with  : — 

(a)  common  cockchafer  ( melolontha  vulgaris). 

( b ) Australian  spider  beetle  (ptinus  tectus). 

(c)  timber  beetle  ( serropalpus  barb  at  us ) ( Schall ). 

Also,  a number  of  mites  were  found  in  a sample  of  seagrass, 
supplied  to  the  Blind  Welfare  Department  of  the  County  Coun- 
cil, chieflly  the  house  mite  or  furniture  mite  ( glycyphagus  dom- 
esticus),  specimens  of  a predatory  mite  ( cheyletus  sp.),  and  two 
damaged  specimens  of  another  mite  were  found,  probably  tyro- 
glyphus  farinae,  the  flour  mite  ; finally,  one  specimen  of  tarso- 
nemus  sp.  was  found,  a much  smaller  mite  than  the  others, 
probably  a predator  or  a scavenger. 

Nuisances. 

Part  3.  Sections  91-1 10. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  carry  out  system- 
atic inspections  of  his  district  for  the  detection  and  abatement 
of  nuisances.  It  will  be  noted  that  822  visits  and  inspections 
have  been  made  and  2,605  defects  noted,  in  respect  of  which, 
225  informal  and  33  legal  notices  were  served.  In  several  in- 
stances legal  proceedings  were  threatened,  but  nuisances  were 
abated  before  the  cases  were  brought  into  court. 

N on-compliance  with  an  Abatement  Order. — In  one  case,  how- 
ever, on  Wednesday,  20th  January,  1954,  Mr.  B.  Marshall,  of 
3,  Fletchers  Row,  Ironville,  the  owner  of  No.  2,  Fletchers  Row, 
Ironville,  was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  magistrates.  He 
did  not  appear  and  the  case  was  adjourned  until  the  following 
week.  He  was  fined  £2  and  a daily  penalty  of  1/6  per  day. 

The  work  was  ultimately  carried  out  in  default  under  police 
protection  and  the  costs  recovered.  When  I took  the  plumber 
to  show  him  the  work  required,  and  to  warn  the  owner  of  my 
intention,  he  attacked  us  with  a saucepan.  A neighbour  jumped 
the  wall  to  keep  him  at  bay,  but  we  allowed  ourselves  to  be 
pushed  into  the  road. 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

During  the  year,  smoke  nuisances  have  been  complained  of 
at  the  following  premises:  - Alfreton,  Deosan  Factory,  Riddings 
and  the  Granwood  Flooring  Company,  Ltd.  The  matter  was 
taken  up  with  managements  and  staff  concerned.  I am  pleased 
to  report  that  as  a result  of  such  contacts,  every  effort  is  being 
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made  to  avoid  smoke  nuisances.  The  National  Coal  Board  have 
plans  for  the  electrification  of  certain  collieries,  which  will 
result  in  a very  considerable  improvement  ; in  the  meantime, 
we  realise  how  overloaded  the  existing  boiler  plants  are,  and 
that  every  effort  is  being  made  to  reduce  smoke  emission. 
Deosan  Ltd.  have,  however,  installed  a gas-fired  boiler,  and  we 
expect  no  further  trouble  from  this  source. 

The  meetings  of  the  Area  Smoke  Abatement  Committee  were 
held  quarterly  during  the  year  and  proved  most  interesting. 
The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  in  the  offices  of  the  Park  Foundry 
at  Belper,  followed  by  a conducted  tour  round  the  works.  An 
inspection  was  also  made  of  approved  smokeless  appliances 
manufactured  by  the  company. 

A meeting  was  also  held  in  the  Midland  College,  Lough- 
borough. Both  meetings  were  well  attended  and  were  partic- 
ularly interesting. 


Offensive  Trades. 

We  have  only  one  such  establishment  in  the  area,  owned  by 
Messrs.  S.  Walters  & Sons,  tripe  dressers,  George  Street, 
Biddings. 

I regret  to  have  to  report  that  a Notice  had  to  be  served  on 
the  owner  to  thoroughly  cleanse  the  premises  in  November  last. 
The  explanation  offered  was  that  business  had  been  slack,  and 
the  owner  had  permitted  the  premises  to  fall  into  a state  of 
neglect.  The  premises  were  thoroughly  cleansed  and  lime- 
washed  and  the  business  was  in  fact  for  sale  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Part  4.  Water  Supply. 

Sections  1 1 1-142. 

See  Surveyor’s  report. 

Part  5.  Prevention,  Notification  and  Treatment  of 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year,  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  21  visits  have  been  made  to  infected  premises.  A visit 
is  paid,  enquiries  made,  and  disinfection  is  carried  out,  following 
removal  to  hospital  or  recovery  of  the  patient. 

A bottle  of  disinfectant  is  left  for  preliminary  soaking  of  in- 
fected bedding  and  clothing  prior  to  washing.  The  method  of 
disinfection  is  by  use  of  formaldehyde  lamps  and  spray.  An 
instruction  leaflet  is  left  at  the  house  as  to  precautions  to  be 
taken  in  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infection.  In  certain  instances  infected  bedding,  etc.,  is  sent 
to  Morton  Isolation  Hospital  for  steam  disinfection. 
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Part  9.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Sections  235-248. 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  area.  This 
is  frequently  visited  and  is  well  kept  by  the  owner,  A/I r.  W.  Davis, 
under  his  personal  supervision.  The  rooms  are  clean,  well  ven- 
tilated and  the  walls  and  ceilings  are  painted  to  facilitate  cleans- 
ing at  the  prescribed  intervals.  Cooking  facilities  and  washing 
accommodation  are  satisfactory,  all  beds  clean  and  comfortable. 
No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

Watercourses,  Ditches  and  Ponds. 

Cromford  Canal. — As  stated  earlier  in  this  report,  the  pollution 
of  the  canal  at  Golden  Valley  has  been  somewhat  reduced  by 
the  installation  of  cesspools  by  the  National  Coal  Board. 

Complaints  re  pollution  of  ditches  and  streams  from  the  over- 
loaded sewage  works  are  referred  to  the  Surveyor,  as  and  when 
they  arise. 

Pollution  of  Riddings  Brook. — Complaints  were  received  with 
regard  to  the  pollution  of  the  Riddings  Brook  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Greenhill  Lane  sewage  works.  Representations  were  made 
to  the  Surveyor,  who  had  the  brook  thoroughly  cleansed,  and 
it  is  understood  certain  measures  were  taken  at  the  sewage 
works. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

Sections  268-269. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  we  have  18  moveable  dwellings  on  8 
sites.  All  are  licensed ; the  licences  being  reviewed  every 
twelve  months.  Those  granted  have  the  usual  conditions 
attached  to  each. 

We,  in  common  with  most  local  authorities,  have  our  problem 
of  providing  suitable  sites  for  the  young  married  couples  who, 
rather  than  live  with  parents,  prefer  to  set  up  a home  in  a 
caravan. 

Whilst  sympathising  with  their  pointof  view,  noself-respecting 
local  authority  can  look  entirely  with  favour  on  the  unsatisfac- 
tory type  of  mushroom  growth,  which  inevitably  follows  the 
development  of  caravan  sites,  unless  they  are  strictly  controlled. 
Such  control  is  extremely  difficult  owing  to  pressure  of  other 
work  of  a routine  nature. 

Again  in  this  area,  we  have  outcrop  workers  who  like  to  live 
near  the  centres  of  population,  and  set  up  their  caravans  on  car 
parks  adjoining  public  houses  on  main  roads,  and  similar  sites. 

. A problem  was  created  on  one  caravan  site  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  sink  waste  pipes  discharging  the  sink  waste  drainage  on 
to  the  site.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  prevent  this  nuisance.  It 
was  also  discovered  that  chemical  lavatories  were  being  used 
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as  pail  closets,  and  the  contents  buried  on  the  site.  A notice 
was  served  on  the  occupiers  to  cease  the  practice  of  disposing 
of  nightsoil  on  the  site,  and  a weekly  collection  of  nightsoil  was 
laid  on. 


Inspection  of  Offices  (Workplaces), 

Thirty-seven  visits  have  been  made  to  offices  in  the  area 
during  the  year.  All  have  been  well  kept,  and  there  has  been 
no  cause  for  complaint.  The  general  sanitary  arrangements 
at  one  large  office,  employing  mixed  staff,  have  been  renewed 
during  the  year. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  heating,  lighting,  ven- 
tilation and  general  sanitary  conditions  in  the  offices  in  the  area. 
In  addition,  a secondary  means  of  escape,  in  case  of  fire,  was 
provided  in  one  office,  and  dangerous  conditions  removed. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  Section  51. 

Circular  120.  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  usual  routine  inspections  of  all  places  of  public  enter- 
tainment have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

There  are  five  cinemas  in  the  district  as  follows : — 

Odeon  Theatre,  Alfreton. 

Empire  Theatre,  Alfreton. 

Premier  Theatre,  Somercotes. 

Empire  Theatre,  Somercotes. 

Regent  Cinema,  Riddings. 

In  addition,  four  halls  where  public  dances  are  held  : — 

Astoria  Ballroom,  Alfreton. 

Drill  Hall,  Alfreton. 

Somercotes  Church  Hall. 

Leabrooks  Miners’  Welfare. 

Occasional  dances  are  also  held  in  various  school-rooms  in 
the  area,  and  all  are  well  suited  for  the  purpose  from  all  points 
of  view. 

All  places  of  entertainment  have  been  well  maintained  during 
the  year,  and  have  been  regularly  and  systematically  inspected. 

The  usual  certificates  have  been  issued  to  the  theatre  managers 
as  to  sanitary  conditions  of  the  premises,  prior  to  their  applica- 
tion to  the  Licensing  Justices  for  renewal  of  licences. 

Licensed  Premises. 

There  are  42  licensed  premises  in  the  urban  area  situated  as 
follows:  Alfreton  18;  Somercotes  9 ; Leabrooks  2 ; Swanwick 
4 ; Ironville  1 ; Pyebridge  1 ; Riddings  6;  Golden  Valley  1. 
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During  the  year  efforts  have  been  made  to  raise  the  standard 
of  the  accommodation  provided,  and  it  has  been  my  privilege 
to  co-operate  with  the  Licensing  Justices  and  the  Police  to  this 
desirable  end.  April  1954  saw  the  passing  of  the  Old  House  at 
Home , at  Pyebridge,  the  200  years  old  “bargee  house”  on  the 
tow-path  of  the  Cromford-Pinxton  canal. 

The  Police  requested  me  to  inspect  and  report,  as  they  con- 
sidered the  premises  ought  to  be  closed  on  the  grounds  of 
redundancy  and  the  poor  standard  of  the  accommodation  pro- 
vided, both  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  licensee  and  the  public. 

I was  accordingly  requested  to  give  evidence  at  the  Brewster 
Sessions. 

The  objection  by  the  Police  to  the  renewal  of  the  licence  was 
accordingly  upheld.  Following  my  report  to  my  council,  a 
Demolition  Order  was  placed  on  the  property  and  the  licensee 
is  to  be  re-housed  early  in  1955. 

Queen  s Head,  Riddings. 

In  May,  1954,  work  was  commenced  on  provision  of  ladies’ 
and  gentlemen’s  toilets. 

Moulders  Arms,  Riddings. 

Following  inspection  and  service  of  notices,  extensive  alter- 
ations and  improvements  are  to  be  made  at  these  premises  and 
the  contract  was  placed  in  September,  Work  is  to  commence 
early  in  the  New  Year. 

The  Gate  Inn,  Swanwick. 

• 

The  provision  of  toilets  and  satisfactory  accommodation  for 
males  and  females,  and  the  abolition  of  the  unsatisfactory  pail 
closets  is  to  be  commenced  at  an  early  date.  This  has  been 
made  possible  by  the  diversion  of  the  main  drain  from  the 
Hayes  First  Conference  Estate  into  the  Hickton  Road  sewer. 
This  has  given  the  brewery  company  access  to  the  said  sewer. 

The  three  commercial  hotels  viz:  — 

King  Alfred , Castle  and  George  hotels  have  been  well  maintained 
during  the  year,  and  expert  advisory  services  are  made  use  of 
by  the  licensees.  Routine  inspections  are  made,  and  it  is  to  the 
credit  of  all  licensees  that  not  one  complaint  has  been  received 
by  the  department  with  regard  to  the  service  given  to  the  public 
during  the  year. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Threshing  and 
Dismantling  of  Ricks)  Regulations,  1950. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Order,  1943  and  Ministry  of  Food 
and  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Circulars 
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As  stated  in  previous  reports  the  department  is  responsible 
for  a continuous  effort  to  control  the  rodent  and  other  pest 
nuisances  in  the  district.  Fifty-two  complaints  were  received 
and  the  majority  of  these  were  from  householders  living  near 
poultry  keepers.  All  complaints  are  quickly  followed  up  and 
baiting  carried  out. 

As  our  tips  are  worked  by  controlled  tipping  methods,  a hole 
is  quickly  noticed  and  gassed. 

No  legal  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year  under 
review. 

I am  obliged  to  the  Rodent  Control  Department  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Nottingham,  and  also  the 
officials  of  the  Pest  Department  of  the  Derbyshire  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  for  their  cordial  co-operation  in  dealing 
with  two  complaints  of  rabbits,  and  also  for  supplying  me  with 
details  of  farmers  holding  contracts  for  routine  treatments. 
At  the  present  time  only  one  holds  such  a contract,  viz  : R.  Hool, 
The  Green  Farm,  Swanwick. 

One  group  meeting  was  held  during  the  year  at  Heanor  on 
27th  May,  at  which  matters  of  mutual  interest  and  concern  were 
dealt  with. 

During  the  year  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out  by 
my  department:  — 

Sewer  treatments. 

Number  of  inspection  chambers  inspected  for  rats  in  which 
treatments  have  been  carried  out  are  as  follows — 

lsf  2nd 

Treatment  Treatment 


Alfreton 

22 

13 

Leabrooks 

10 

10 

Somercotes 

10 

10 

Pye  Bridge 

5 

5 

Swanwick  ... 

9 

7 

Riddings  ... 

10 

8 

Codnor  Park 

7 

4 

Golden  Valley 

3 

3 

76 

60 

Total  1 36 


Sewage  works. 

All  sewage  works  have  been  visited  during  the  year  and  the 
following  have  received  treatment — 


Alfreton  2 

Somercotes  2 

Highfields  2 

Riddings  3 


Newlands  3 

Codnor  Park  3 
Birchwood  2 

Pye  Bridge  2 
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91  visits  have  been  made  to  sewage  works  and  Council  prem- 
ises and  31  treatments  given.  196  visits  were  made  to  private 
dwellings  and  73  treatments  given.  114  visits  were  made  to 
business  premises  and  50  treatments  given. 

Total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  — 

Sewer  inspection  chambers  ...  136 

Sewage  works  ...  ...  91 

Other  visits,  including  farms  during 

threshing  operations  ...  320 

547 

Refuse  tips  and  salvage  depots  are  underconstantobservation. 


Housing  Act,  1936. 

During  the  year  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out: — 


With  State 

Houses  erected. 

A ssistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a) 

By  local  authority 

132 

— 

132 

(b) 

By  other  bodies  and  persons 

49 

49 

Houses  under  erection. 

(a) 

By  local  authority 

52 

— 

52 

0 b ) 

By  other  bodies  and  persons 

25 

25 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses. 

Nu 

mber  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected 

for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  174 
Number  of  dwellinghousesfound  notto  be  in  all  respects 


reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  action  (formal  or  informal)  by  the 
local  authority  ...  ...  ...  137 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo- 
lition Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  accepted  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  determined  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants 

approved  by  the  Ministry  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  “improved”  during  the  year  8 
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The  Public  Health  Committee  inspected 50/58  Brailsford  Row, 
Swanwick,  with  a view  to  clearing  the  site.  It  was  decided  to 
permit  the  owner  to  repair  the  property  and  retain  these  nine 
units  of  accommodation  for  a further  period.  The  repairs 
including  stripping  and  re-slating  two  of  the  cottages  were  com- 
pleted before  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition,  368  visits  have  been  made  to  prospective  council 
house  tenants  to  check  up  on  the  applicants’  statements,  to  in- 
spect the  premises  occupied  and  to  ascertain  their  fitness  or 
otherwise,  before  a council  house  is  allocated  to  them. 

Messrs.  James  Oakes  & Co.  (Riddings)  Ltd. 

The  following  works  of  improvement  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  year  by  the  Estate  Department  on  property  owned 
by  the  company  — 

Modern  tiled  fireplaces  ...  ...  33 

Combined  cooking  grates  ...  ...  6 

Panelled  bath  with  white  surround  ...  4 

Lavatory  basin  with  white  tiled  surround  ...  5 

Hot  water  systems  and  airing  cupboard  ...  5 

Gas  washing  coppers  ...  ...  4 

Deep  sinks  with  drainers  and  tiled  surrouds  6 
Conversions  from  pans  to  w.c.’s  ...  2 

Electric  wiring  ...  ...  ...  41 

Gas  water  heater  ...  ...  ...  1 

Control  of  Civil  Building. 

Defence  ( General ) Regulations , 1939 , Regulations  56a 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular , 2871 . 

Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Circidar  59/52. 

During  the  year  no  housing  repairs  were  carried  out  under 
licence  issued  by  the  Council. 

In  addition  major  repairs  were  carried  out,  alterations,  etc., 
at  seven  business  premises  under  licence  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Works. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry 
of  Works : — 

Amount 

2 Supplementary  Licences  in  respect  of 

a dwelling  house  ...  ...  £510 

11  Licences  in  respect  of  new  houses  ...  £20,466 


£20,976 

All  work  in  progress  was  inspected  and  a final  inspection  on 
completion  of  the  work.  Monthly  progress  reports  were  sent 
to  the  Ministry  of  Works.  In  addition,  a monthly  progress 
report  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment through  the  Clerk  of  the  Council. 
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By  virtue  of  Circular  73/54  dated  23rd  November,  1954,  licen- 
ces were  not  required  after  10th  November,  1954. 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Certificates  of  disrepair. 

Applications  were  received  from  the  tenants  of  numbers  5,  6, 
7 and  9 Leabrooks  Road,  Somercotes,  for  certificates  of  dis- 
repair. Inspections  of  the  houses  were  carried  out  and 
certificates  issued  on  the  5th  October.  Works  of  repair  were 
in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Petroleum  Acts,  1871-1928. 
Cellulose  Solutions  Regulations,  1934. 


Number  of  licences  issued  to  store  Petroleum 

during  1954  ...  ...  ...  46 

Number  of  licences  issued  to  store  Carbide 

during  1954  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  storage  capacity  of  Petroleum  Spirit  ...  67,860  galls. 

Total  storage  capacity  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  1,000  lbs. 

Fees  collected  in  respect  of  Petroleum  licences  £37/5/0 

Fees  collected  in  respect  of  Carbide  licences  ...  5/0 

Certificates  were  issued  to  the  following  : — - 


(1)  to  store  up  to  60  gallons  of  cellulose  solutions- 

Mr.  R.  S.  Dawes,  Victoria  Street,  Somercotes. 
Mr.  T.  Roguska,  Peel’s  Yard,  King  Street,  Alfreton. 

(2)  to  store  up  to  60  gallons  of  Petroleum  Spirit — 

Messrs.  James  Oakes  & Co.  (Riddings)  Ltd. 

A licence  to  store  1,000  gallons  of  Cellulose  was  issued  to 
Remploy  Ltd.,  Alfreton. 


During  the  year  new  tanks  were  installed  at  the  following 
premises : — 

Butterley  Co.  Ltd.,  Codnor  Park  Wagon  Works. 

Taylor  Woodrow  (Construction)  Ltd.,  Wren  Opencast, 
Alfreton. 


All  underground  tanks  are  subjected  to  an  air  pressure  test 
of  5 lbs.  per  sq.  in.  before  approval.  Chambers  in  9 in.  brick- 
work are  insisted  upon,  and  a minimum  of  9 in.  of  sand  sur- 
rounding the  tank. 


Factories  Act,  1937. 

A certificate  of  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  has 
been  issued  during  the  year  to: — 

Alfreton  Knitting  Mills  Ltd. 

H.  M.  S.  Manufacturing  Co. 

Two  w.c.’s,  two  washbasins  and  urinal  accommodation  were 
installed  during  the  year  at  the  above  premises. 
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Deletions  from  and  additions  to  the  list  of  factories  and  work- 
places coming  to  my  notice  have  been  passed  on  to  H.M.  Inspec- 
tor of  Factories.  The  register  is  absolutely  up-to-date  at  all 
times. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Part  1.  General  provisions  and  sale  of  food  and  drugs. 

Sections  7-7. 

Sampling  of  food  and  drugs  is  undertaken  by  the  County 
Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  b.sc.,  f.i.c.,  f.c.s.,  the  County  Analyst,  has 
kindly  supplied  me  with  information  of  such  work  carried  out 
by  his  department  during  the  year  as  follows : - - 

94  samples,  including  62  samples  of  milk  were  taken  under 
the  above  Act. 

No  serious  adulteration  was  encountered  and  irregularities 
were  dealt  with  by  caution  notice. 

One  sample  of  milk  was  deficient  in  fat  and  a sample  of  T.T. 
Pasteurised  milk  was  found  to  contain  added  water.  This  milk 
was  supplied  in  bottle  by  a dairy  company.  Further  samples 
delivered  the  following  day  were  examined  and  one  of  these  was 
found  to  contain  about  one  per  cent,  of  added  water.  These 
matters  were  the  subject  of  investigation  at  the  dairy  premises, 
and  it  may  be  added  that  the  examination  of  other  samples,  on 
sale  in  another  area  later  in  the  year,  disclosed  a similar  offence 
and  the  Dairy  Company  was  presecuted. 

The  remaining  samples  of  milk  and  foods  other  than  milk, 
were  found  to  comply  with  the  regulations  and  were  classed  as 
satisfactory. 

A milk  bottle  showing  a dark  coloured  deposit  was  submitted 
for  examination.  The  small  amount  of  material  available  did 
not  allow  of  comprehensive  analytical  tests,  but  it  was  possible 
to  say  that  it  contained  a high  proportion  of  coal  dust. 

Voluntary  Surrender  of  Unsound  Food.  Sections  9 - 12. 

The  year  1954  will  be  memorable  inasmuch  as  it  saw  the  end 
of  food  rationing.  We  have,  however,  maintained  our  system 
of  bringing  all  condemned  food  stuffs,  excepting  meat,  to  the 
Council’s  depot  at  Leabrooks.  where  it  is  satisfactorily  dis- 
posed of. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  food  stuffs  voluntarily  surren- 
dered by  traders  during  the  year. 
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Condemned  Food. 


lbs. 

OZS. 

1 tin 

Blackberries 

• • • 

1 

0 

5 „ 

Blackcurrants  ... 

5 

0 

2 „ 

Apples 

1 

13 

31  „ 

Grapes 

31 

0 

8 pkts. 

Dates 

4 

0 

31  tins 

Peaches 

39 

101 

8 „ 

Raspberries 

7 

41 

Raisins 

28 

0 

5 tins 

Oranges 

3 

7 

30  „ 

Figs 

28 

2 

34  „ 

Apricots 

51 

0 

17  „ 

Fruit  salad 

15 

Hi 

27  „ 

Greengages 

24 

71 

77  „ 

Plums 

78 

10 

40  „ 

Pears 

44 

13 

2 „ 

Grapefruit 

2 

3i 

29  „ 

Prunes 

28 

8 

82  „ 

Damsons 

72 

10 

15  „ 

Gooseberries 

15 

3 

17  „ 

Cherries 

19 

111 

63  „ 

Strawberries 

51 

0 

3 „ 

Bilberries 

2 

14 

52  „ 

Pineapple 

65 

6 

1 „ 

Mandarin  oranges 

11 

1 „ 

Whipped  cream 

11 

6 „ 

Sweetened  milk 

1 

10 

50  „ 

Evaporated  milk 

54 

91 

43  „ 

Cream 

15 

12 

1 „ 

Skimmed  milk  ... 

141 

2 „ 

Vegetables 

9 

6 

2 „ 

Broad  beans 

2 

9 

5 pkts. 

Onions 

5 

0 

1 tin 

Leeks 

1 

5 

106  „ 

Tomatoes 

561 

8 

58  „ 

Baked  beans 

75 

3 

6 „ 

Butter  beans 

5 

11 

60  „ 

Peas 

59 

131 

4 „ 

Carrots 

6 

4 

1 ertn. 

Cheese  spread  .. 
Cheese  trimmings 

1 

3 

and  crum 

blings 

26 

0 

15  pkts.  Cheese 

• • • 

2 

5 

1 tin 

Peach  conserve 

• • • 

1 

4 

1 jar 

Apricot  conserve 

• • • 

H 

Carried  forward 


1446  4 


Brought  forward  1446  4 


1 tin 

Apricot  jam 

2 

0 

1 „ 

Jam 

1 

8 

2 „ 

Syrup 

3 

0 

1 jar 

Damson  jam 

1 

0 

2 tins 

Beef  paste 

9 

7 „ 

Fish  paste 

2 

6 

1 „ 

Mushroom  soup 

151 

4 „ 

Soup 

1 

13 

1 „ 

Salmon 

71 

91  „ 

Sardines 

25 

10 

1 ,, 

Crab 

— 

2 

7 „ 

Pilchards 

6 

6 

Cod  fillet 

34 

0 

1 tin 

Craw  fish 

61 

Mussels 

112 

0 

2 tins 

Cray  fish 

7 

5 „ 

Lobster 

1 

7 

1 „ 

Prawns 

31 

1 „ 

Tuna  fish 

71 

12 

Fish  cakes 

4 tins 

Boneless  ham  ... 

56 

6 

1 „ 

Beef  and  gravy... 

1 

4 

1 „ 

Veal 

4 

8 

34  „ 

Stewed  steak 

33 

10 

4 „ 

Ox  tongue 

24 

0 

16  „ 

Shoulder  ham  ... 

82 

81 

9 „ 

Luncheon  meat 

11 

15 

Luncheon  sausage 

12 

Pork 

- - . 

173 

0 

Bacon 

27 

0 

1 tin 

Pork  sausages  ... 

10 

8 

5 „ 

Braised  hearts  ... 

3 

12 

3 „ 

Pork  luncheon  meat 

4 

12 

1 „ 

Pork  butts 

3 

3 

18  „ 

Corned  beef  with  cereal 

86 

4 

1 „ 

Rabbit 

1 

0 

5 „ 

Gammon 

89 

1 

4 „ 

Jellied  veal 

26 

0 

4 „ 

Cooked  ham 

62 

13 

11  „ 

Corned  beef 

28 

15 

1 „ 

Pressed  beef 

4 

0 

8 „ 

Tongue 

35 

10 

Shredded  coconut 

1 

2 

5 tins 

Ricory 

1 

4 

1 ,, 

Spaghetti 

8 

Carried  forward 
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2414  12 


Brought  forward  2414  12 

1 tin  Dog  food  ...  ...  1 8 

Cake  ...  ...  2 0 

1 bot.  Tomato  sauce  ...  ...  8 

5 tins  Tomato  juice  ...  ...  6 0 

1 pkt.  Teacake  mixture  ...  4 

Chocolate  ...  ...  7 12 

1 tin  Apple  pudding  ...  ...  1 0 

1 crtn.  Chocolate  spread  ...  1 0 

2 jars  Noodles  ...  ...  1 9 

1 „ Mixed  pickles  ...  ...  6 


Total  2,436  10 


I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  seizures  of  diseased  meat  or 
other  food  have  been  necessary  during  the  year. 

Galtee  Brand  Irish  Cream. — In  February,  press  publicity  was 
given  to  a typhoid  scare,  as  a result  of  action  by  Birmingham 
and  Burton  public  health  departments.  I immediately  circular- 
ised all  food  shops,  canteens,  etc.,  in  the  area.  One  tin  (blown) 
was  brought  to  the  Food  Office  at  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  but 
the  name  and  address  of  the  person  was  not  obtained.  One  tin 
(blown)  was  brought  into  my  office,  details  of  purchase  were 
ascertained  and  the  shop  visited.  28  Tins  were  removed  by  me 
from  the  shelves  of  a grocer’s  shop  in  Lower  Somercotes.  All 
the  tins  were  taken  down  to  the  County  Laboratory.  Four  of 
the  tins  in  question  were  blown. 

The  bacteriologist’s  report  on  the  above  batch  was  as  fol- 
lows: “No  pathogenic  organisms  have  been  isolated.”  They 
were  condemned  on  the  grounds  of  unpalatability. 

A further  case  of  48  tins  of  “Springtime”  Brand  was  also 
traced  and  held,  pending  an  official  statement  by  the  Ministry. 
This  was  afterwards  released.  An  additional  14  tins  of  Galtee 
Brand  were  traced  and  condemned. 

Precautions  against  contamination  of  Focd.  Sections  13  - 17. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supply. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Sections  13,  16. 

Work  under  this  part  of  the  act  covers  the  inspection  of  all 
premises  in  which  food  is  prepared,  stored  and  sold.  Attention 
is  given  to  general  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  and  the  persons 
handling,  preparing,  or  engaged  in  the  sale  of  the  food. 

The  details  extracted  from  the  Registers  at  the  end  of  1954 
are  as  follows  : — 
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No.  on 
Register 

Inspection 

made 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  10 

Making  up  places  (saugages,  sandwiches, 

12 

snacks,  etc.) 

...  45 

180 

Fried  Fish  and  Chips 

...  24 

72 

Pickles  and  Jams  ... 

2 

6 

Offensive  Trades  (Tripe  dressing) 
Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 

1 

Ice 

11 

Cream  ... 

...  77 

159 

55 

336 

I have  pleasure  in  recording  that  no  cases  of  extraneous 
matter  in  food,  excluding  milk,  has  been  notified  during  the  year. 

Improvements  continue  to  be  made  in  food  premises  and 
several  shops  have  been  modernised  viz  : — 

Messrs.  Hunters  (Teamen)  Ltd.,  High  Street,  Alfreton. 
Minta,  Mansfield  Road,  Alfreton. 

Burtons.  Market  Place,  Alfreton. 

Hills,  King  Street,  Alfreton. 

Aldreds,  Somercotes  Hill,  Somercotes. 

Meat  Purveyors  : — 

O.  P.  Taylor,  Leabrooks. 

Messrs.  Baxters,  High  Street,  Alfreton. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  latest  and  most  hygienic  shop 
fittings  have  been  installed. 

The  shop  premises  of  Messrs.  J.  Burton  the  Grocers,  Market 
Place,  Alfreton,  are  indeed  a credit  to  the  firm  and  an  asset  to 
the  Urban  District.  Such  improvements  have  the  effect  of 
raising  the  general  standard  of  food  premises  throughout  the 
area. 

Plans  have  been  deposited  and  improvements  are  anticipated 
in  respect  of  other  food  premises.  This  is  an  encouraging  sign 
of  the  times  that  the  general  public  are  becoming  more  and 
more  clean  food  conscious. 

Food  Premises. — During  the  year,  Mrs.  J.  Davis,  of  Dudley 
House,  Alfreton,  applied  for  permission  to  establish  a Caf&  on 
her  premises,  and  asked  for  advice. 

The  recommendations  were  followed  to  the  letter,  all  modern 
equipment  and  utensils  were  installed,  and  the  Cafe  sets  the 
standard  for  the  future  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned.  The 
catering  facilities  leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 

Clean  Food  Byelaws.—  Clean  Food  Byelaws  are  in  operation 
in  the  area  and  are  rigidly  enforced. 

Warning  was  given  to  several  shop  keepers  with  regard  to 
the  exposure  of  cakes  on  counters  and  shelves,  even  on  open 
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trays  on  shop  floors,  and  on  boxes  on  the  customers’  side  of 
the  counter.  I also  had  occasion  to  warn  confectioners  who 
had  cakes  uncovered  on  the  counters  and  a large  number  of 
flies  in  the  shop. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations , 1947  to  1952. 
During  the  year  all  premises  in  which  ice  cream  is  manufac- 
tured, stored  and  sold  have  been  subjected  to  regular  inspection. 
Ice  cream  parlours  are  provided  where  loose  ice  cream  is  sold. 

All  conservators  from  which  ice  cream  is  sold  are  provided 
with  “Stowell”  protective  covers  to  prevent  misuse  of  the  con- 
servators and  possible  contamination.  All  premises  registered 
must  be  suitably  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  have  satisfactory 
washing  facilities,  hot  and  cold  water,  clean  towels  and  soap 
available.  Manufacturers’  premises  in  the  area  are  most  up-to- 
date,  and  their  products  are  manufactured  under  hygienic 
conditions. 

During  the  year  ten  food  traders  applied  for  registration  of 
their  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  Two  retailers  were 
not  registered,  one  on  the  grounds  of  unsuitability  of  premises 
and  other  business  carried  on  in  the  shop,  and  the  second  on 
grounds  of  unsuitability  of  the  method  of  storage. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  registration  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts,  1938: — 

Manufacturers  (also  registered  for  the  sale  of 

loose  ice  cream)  ...  ...  ...  7 

Retailers  for  the  sale  of  loose  ice  cream  ...  9 

Retailers  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  61 

77 

Certificates  of  Registration  have  been  issued  to  the  following 
during  the  year  : — 

For  storage  and  sale — 

Mrs.  J.  Davis,  King  Street,  Alfreton  ; 

Mrs.  D.  Riley,  3 Leamoor  Avenue,  Somercotes  ; 

E.  Williamson,  65  Somercotes  Hill,  Somercotes  ; 

R.  Ingram,  Colliery  Road,  Alfreton  : 

A.  White,  112  Somercotes  Hill,  Somercotes  ; 

G.  Hughes,  Pentrich  Road,  Swan  wick  ; 

F.  Taylor,  94  Leabrooks 

J.  Sharpe,  Mobile  Van,  Alfreton. 

Fried  Fish  Shops  : — 

There  are  24  fried  fish  shops  in  the  area.  These  have  been 
regularly  inspected.  All  have  been  particularly  well  kept,  and 
there  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint.  Applications  for  the 
establishment  of  new  businesses  are  submitted  to  the  Town 
Planning  Officer  for  his  observations. 


47 


Alfretoti  Market  : — 

During  the  year  vve  witnessed  the  closing  of  the  market  site 
in  King  Street,  Alfreton,  and  the  establishment  of  the  new 
market  in  Institute  Lane.  Our  congratulations  are  due  to  the 
Surveyor  for  the  erection  of  the  concrete  type  of  stall  with  the 
smooth  impervious  surface  which  can  so  easily  be  cleansed. 

On  my  recommendation,  the  Council  decided  not  to  permit 
the  re-establishment  of  the  butchers’  stalls  on  the  market  on 
derationing.  Constant  supervision  was  necessary  prior  to  the 
war,  and  even  then  seizures  of  meat  and  prosecution  of  offend- 
ers took  place.  We  felt  we  should  not  encourage  the  sale  of 
cheap  meat  which  can  only  be  so  by  virtue  of  its  doubtful  origin 
and  quality.  Again,  my  Council  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
needs  of  the  area  were  adequately  catered  for  in  regard  to  good 
quality  meat  slaughtered  and  inspected  in  the  district.  The 
only  food  stalls  permitted  are  those  retailing  confectionery. 

I do  think,  however,  that  stall  holders  should  be  provided 
with  sufficient  and  satisfactory  toilet  arrangements  for  both 
sexes,  including  the  provision  of  hot  water.  At  the  moment,  the 
nearest  lavatory  accommodation  are  the  public  conveniences  at 
the  top  of  Institute  Lane,  and  hot  water  is  not  available  either 
there  or  on  the  market  site.  I feel  sure  the  Council  will  give 
this  matter  serious  consideration. 

Milk  Supply. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts,  and  Orders  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Provision  as  to  Milk,  Dairies  etc.,  Section  20-26. 

Food  and  Drugs  ( Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944. 

Sampling — 

21  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  as  follows: — 

Metli.  Blue  Phosphatase  Turbidity 
Sat.  JJnsat.  Sat.  Unsat.  Sat.  Unsat. 

(o)  On  complaint  3)  21  lg  , n Nil  Nil  Nil 

Routine  18) 

Positive  Negative 

( b ) Biological  10  Nil  10 

The  unsatisfactory  sample  was  reported  to  the  retailer. 

Complaints  of  foreign  matter  in  two  bottles  of  milk  were 
made  to  me  on  the  26th  January  and  4th  May,  1954.  Both 
bottles  were  taken  to  the  Analyst’s  Department  for  examination 
and  report. 

On  the  26th  January  a bottle  of  milk  was  delivered  to  a 
householder  containing  extraneous  matter  similating  a worm. 
The  metal  cap  on  the  bottle  had  been  perfectly  sealed,  but  on 
being  broken,  and  the  milk  poured  out,  the  articles  referred  to 
were  observed  to  have  been  deposited  on  the  side  of  the  bottle. 
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The  remaining  half  bottle  was  brought  to  my  office.  I immedi- 
ately took  the  sample  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Derby. 

The  report  of  the  bacteriologist  was  to  the  effect  that  pasteur- 
isation was  sufficient,  and  that  the  sample  also  satisfied  methy- 
lene blue  test.  The  extraneous  matter  was  not  identified  but 
might  have  been  small  rolls  of  filtering  material  through  which 
the  milk  passes  in  the  pasteurisation  process. 

On  the  4th  May,  a bottle  of  pasteurised  milk  was  brought  in 
to  my  office  containing  foreign  matter,  and  the  bottle  was  taken 
to  the  Analyst’s  Department  for  examination. 

“The  bottle  had  not  been  cleansed  properly,  and  attached  to 
the  inner  surface  of  the  glass  above  the  shoulder  of  the  bottle 
was  a dark  coloured  deposit  which  extended  over  an  area  of 
about  one  square  inch.  This  deposit  adhered  firmly  to  the  glass 
but  could  be  removed  by  scraping  with  gentle  pressure. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  make  comprehensive  analytical 
tests  on  the  small  amount  of  material  available,  but  from 
microscopical  examination,  I should  say  that  it  contains  a high 
proportion  of  coal  dust.” 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order , 1934-1946. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  ( Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) , 

Regulations , 1949  to  1953. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations , 

1949  to  1954. 

Supplementary  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  to 
dealers  retailing  milk  in  the  Alfreton  Urban  Area  but  with 
dairy  premises  outside  the  Urban  Area  as  follows: — 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

T.  P.  Degg,  “The  Spinney,”  Cockerhouse  Lane, 

Eastwood,  Notts. 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

Ripley  Co-op.  Society  Ltd.  (5  branches). 

Codnor  Park  & Ironville  Co-op.  Society  Ltd.  (2  branches). 

G.  Paley,  Sandham  Park  Dairy,  Ripley. 

Tuberculin  T estedl Pasteurised. 

Ripley  Co-op.  Society  Ltd.  (5  branches). 

Codnor  Park  & Ironville  Co-op.  Society  Ltd.  (2  branches). 

Dealers  licences  have  been  granted  to  use  the  Special  Desig- 
nation Tuberculin  Tested/Pasteurised  to  : — 

Seal  Bros.,  Lily  Street”  Farm,  Alfreton. 

H.  B.  Unwin,  “Red  Lion”  Farm,  Riddings. 

W.  Atkin,  The  Crossing”  Farm,  Leabrooks. 

B.  Aldred,  24  Lower  Somercotes. 

A.  A.  Brown,  “The  Gate”  Inn,  Nottingham  Road,  Alfreton. 

S.  Dean,  Laburnum  Cottage,”  Leabrooks. 

C.  S.  Hall,  The  Bungalow,’  Sleetmoor  Lane,  Somercotes. 
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E.  Hoyles,  “Dresden,”  Swanwick  Road,  Leabrooks. 

J.  E.  Gash,  52  West  Street,  Riddings. 

L.  Oliver,  “Eureka,”  Brenden  Avenue,  Somercotes. 

A.  Robinson,  “The  Croft,”  Park  Street,  Alfreton. 

G.  Woodhouse,  “Linroyd,”  Leabrooks. 

W.  R.  Ward,  Old  Hall  Farm,  Swanwick. 

E.  O.  Morris  and  A.  M.  Maskery,  61  Nottingham  Road, 

A.  E.  Jennings,  9 Derby  Road,  Alfreton.  [Somercotes. 

J.  A.  Castledine,  “Beau  Vista,”  20  Brenden  Avenue, 

S.  Stafford,  40  Prospect  Street,  Alfreton.  [Somercotes. 

L.  W.  Fisher,  19  Bank  Street,  Somercotes. 

S.  Barlow,  Charity  Farm,  Swanwick. 

R.  Ingram,  “The  Croft,”  Park  Street,  Alfreton. 

F.  Clough,  “The  Croft,”  Park  Street,  Alfreton. 

N.  E.  Bryan,  “Palmer”  Farm,  Swanwick. 

P.  M.  Swindell,  Fletcher's  Row,  Ironville. 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954. 

Following  the  presentation  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  of  the 
Interim  Report  of  the  Inter-departmental  Committee  on 
Slaughterhouses  (England  and  Wales)  in  January,  1954,  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954,  was  given  Royal  Assent  on  the  5th 
July  and  came  into  operation  forthwith. 

Guidance  was  given  to  local  authorities  in  Memo.  MF.  4/54 
and  5 54  dated  24th  February  and  24th  March  respectively,  and 
local  authorities  were  informed  that  the  new  Act  was  to  be 
construed  as  if  it  were  contained  in  Part  V of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938;  also,  that  the  Government  intended  to  bring 
about  a policy  of  moderate  concentration  of  slaughtering  facili- 
ties throughout  the  country,  but  this  would  of  necessity  have 
to  be  carried  out  over  a period  of  years.  In  the  meantime,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  to  apply  the  provisions  of 
the  legislation  given  to  the  establishment  of  public  or  private 
slaughterhouses  to  cover  the  needs  of  the  district  under  their 
jurisdiction. 

Section  3 (4)  (b)  of  the  Act  required  that  an  officer  be  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  premises 
in  the  area  for  which  a licence  would  be  sought  ; and  all 
premises  in  such  a state  as  not  to  be  in  conformity  with  Section 
3 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  should  be  brought  up  to  a desired 
standard.  As  there  was  no  national  standard  set,  we  applied 
the  recommended  standards  suggested  by  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tors’ Association. 

We  circularised  all  butchers  in  the  area  on  the  31st  March, 
inviting  them  to  attend  a meeting  to  be  held  in  the  Council 
Chamber  on  Tuesday,  6th  April,  to  discuss  the  Licensing  and 
Provision  of  Slaughterhouses,  following  the  decontrol  of  meat 
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and  livestock  in  July,  1954.  We  provided  them  with  a copy  of 
Circular  M.F.5/54,  Appendix  B,  re  Hygiene  in  Slaughterhouses 
together  with  a copy  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors'  Association. 

An  inspection  was  made  of  every  slaughterhouse  in  the  area, 
18  in  number,  which  were  in  regular  use  before  the  war,  and 
which  had  been  licensed  every  year  for  the  occasional  slaughter 
of  pigs  under  licence  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  A copy  of 
the  report,  together  with  a specification  of  repairs  was  submit- 
ted to  the  Council  and  the  butcher  concerned.  The  Town 
Planning  Officer  accompanied  me  to  every  slaughterhouse  and 
also  submitted  his  recommendations  to  Council. 

I consulted  my  records,  and  reported  at  the  subsequent 
meeting,  that  based  on  a normal  weekly  kill  early  in  1940,  26 
beasts,  57  pigs,  and  60  sheep  were  being  slaughtered  weekly  in 
the  slaughterhouses  in  regular  use.  I emphasised  the  import- 
ance of  100%  meat  inspection,  and  that  there  was  a great  wast- 
age of  time  travelling  between  slaughterhouses  situated  in  six 
wards  of  the  Urban  area.  We  appealed  for  co-operation  be- 
tween butchers  to  share  facilities  to  enable  us  to  open  the 
minimum  number,  as  we  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  pre-war 
kill  could  be  carried  out  in  two  of  the  larger  slaughterhouses 
situated  at  Leabrooks  and  Swan  wick.  No  measure  of  agree- 
ment could  be  arrived  at,  however,  and  butchers  were  willing 
to  spend  any  amount  necessary  to  ensure  retaining  their  own 
facilities. 

I made  it  perfectly  clear  to  my  Council  that  I was  anxious  to 
obtain  100%  meat  inspection,  that  the  decision  as  to  how  many 
should  be  opened  was  the  Council’s,  and  emphasised  that  the 
greater  the  number,  the  more  difficult  this  would  be  of  achieve- 
ment. Emphasis  was  also  placed  on  the  fact  that  the  Ministry 
had  made  it  clear  that  there  must  be  no  interruption  in  the 
meat  supply. 

We  therefore  had  the  prospect  of  having  to  face  appeals  to 
re-open  slaughterhouses,  or  meet  compensation  claims  in  order 
to  restrict  the  number  of  private  slaughterhouses.  Alterna- 
tively, re-open  any  slaughterhouse  if  the  owner  was  willing  to 
bring  the  premises  up  to  the  desired  standard,  ensure  uninter- 
rupted meat  supply  and  possibly  overstrain  the  inspectorate 
services  of  the  district,  or  cause  neglect  of  other  important 
duties. 

As  a consequence  the  latter  course  was  agreed  upon,  and  the 
butchers  gave  immediate  instructions  to  their  builders  to  carry 
out  my  requirements  to  the  letter,  even  to  the  provision  of 
cooling  rooms  in  three  instances  where  wholesaling  is  taking 
place.  A very  high  standard  has  been  reached  in  the  14  (four- 
teen) private  slaughterhouses  licensed.  The  number  of  animals 
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killed  has  far  exceeded  anything  we  anticipated,  as  we  were  of 
the  opinion  that  butchers  would  only  slaughter  to  cover  their 
own  needs,  but  one  butcher  has  opened  up  a very  extensive 
wholesale  business,  and  carcases  from  this  slaughterhouse  are 
despatched  to  Sheffield,  Birmingham,  Nottingham  and  on  oc- 
casion to  Smithfield,  London.  In  addition,  most  neighbouring 
local  authorities  are  receiving  meat  from  this  slaughterhouse. 

Meat  Inspection  out  of  normal  working  hours. 

It  will  be  quite  obvious  to  any  thinking  person,  after  perusing 
the  statistical  tables  given  below,  that  every  effort  has  been 
made  by  the  department  to  carry  out  and  maintain  an  efficient 
meat  inspection  service 


Slaughterhouses  • Animals  killed  and  inspected 


Alfreton 

Beasts 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

animals 

1 

17 

2 

70 

26 

115 

2 

45 

7 

492 

156 

700 

3 

1 

— 

2 

14 

17 

4 

22 

1 

17 

15 

55 

5 

32 

— 

45 

116 

193 

Somercotes 

6 

43 

8 

16 

122 

189 

7 

— 

— 

37 

25 

62 

Leabrooks 

8 

116 

6 

223 

308 

653 

Riddings 

9 

27 

— 

43 

88 

158 

10 

101 

5 

10 

205 

321 

11 

22 

2 

24 

44 

92 

Swan  wick 

12 

634 

30 

2921 

1364 

4949 

13 

38 

1 

30 

136 

205 

14 

22 

3 

1 

44 

70 

14 

1120 

65 

3931 

2663 

7779 

The  following  number  of  animals  have  been  inspected  during 
the  period  3rd  July  to  31st  December,  1954: — 

Beasts  ...  1120 

Calves  ...  65 

Pigs  ...  ...  3931 

Sheep...  ...  2663 

7779 
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During  this  period  the  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  con- 
demned amounted  to  8 tons  6 cwts.  0 qrs.  18t  lbs.,  made  up  of 


the  following  : — 

Beasts  — Tuberculosis  lbs* 

1 Hindquarter  meat  (portion  30  lbs.)  ...  30 

2 Forequarters  and  loins  and  all  offals  ...  584 

1  Hindquarter  ...  ...  ...  05 

6 Carcases  and  offal,  generalized  T.B.  ...  4,558 

81  Heads  ...  ...  •••  - 2,717 

27  Livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  472i 

8 Udders  ...  ...  ...  86 

118  Sets  lungs  ...  ...  ...  1,730 

32  Mesenterys  ...  ...  ...  223 

3 Mesenterys  and  intestines  ...  ...  62 

1 Intestines  ...  ...  ...  15 

4 Spleens  ...  ...  ...  9 

3 Diaphragms  ...  ...  ...  6i 

1 Strippings  to  forequarter  ...  ...  3 

1 Fats  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

1 Stomach  ...  ...  ...  30 

Other  diseases — 

1 Loin,  chine  and  brisket  meat,  badly  bruised  108 
1 Carcase  and  offal,  sapremia  and  grangrenous  554 

1 ,,  ,,  septic  metritis  ...  626 

Heads  — 

2 Actinomycosis  ...  ...  ...  70 

2 Cysticercus  bovis 

(carcases  sent  into  cold  storage)  67 

Livers 

I Infarcts  ...  ...  ...  14 

1 Neoplasm  ...  ...  ...  20 

8 Hydated  cysts  ...  ...  ...  152 

4 Pyaemic  abscesses  ...  ...  83 

38  Abscesses  ...  ...  ...  732 

13  Angioma  ...  ...  ...  243 

1 Angioma  and  cirrhosis  ...  ...  18 

3 Necrosis  ...  ...  ...  53 

54  Cirrhosis  ...  ...  ...  956 

12  Flukes  and  cirrhosis  ...  ...  204 

1 Cirrhosis  and  necrosis  ...  ...  15 

1 Abscesses  and  cirrhosis  ...  ...  22 

1 Melanosis  ...  ...  ...  20 

1 Fatty  infiltration  ...  ...  ...  17 

Portions — 

1 Cirrhosis  and  necrosis  ...  ...  3 
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Carried  forward 


14,608j 


tO|H 


Brought  forward 

1 u o • 

14,608j 

71  Cirrhosis 

* • • • • • 

259 

1 Infarcts 

• • • • • • 

4 

Udders — 

80  Mastitis 

• • • • • • 

638J 

3 Abscesses 

• • • • • • 

21 

Lungs — 

2 sets  melanosis 

• • • • • • 

23 

7 ,,  hydated  cysts 

• • • • • • 

100 

7 „ abscesses 

• • • • • • 

99i 

1 ,,  pneumonia 

• • • • • • 

19 

1 ,,  neoplasm 

• • • • • • 

26 

Kidney  — 

1 Cyst 

• • • • • • 

4 

1 Necrosis 

• • • • • • 

8 

1 Kidney  fat  necrosis 

• • • • • • 

2i 

Spleens — 

1 Tumour 

• • • • • • 

2 

1 Abscess 

* • • • • • 

2 

1 Hydated  cyst 

• • • • • •• 

3 

Heart  — 

1 Pericarditis 

• • • • • • 

4 

Flat  ribs  — 

1 Pus  contamination 

• • • • • • 

8 

Beasts  - 

D iaphragms — 

1 Inflammation,  1 abscess 

(trimmings) 

lii 

Trimmings — 

3 Pleura  and  skirt  (abscesses)  ... 

9 

1 Pleura  and  peritoneum 

(pleurisy  and  peritonitis) 

2 

Liver,  adhesions,  flukes,  cirrhosis 

49i 

Sheep  — 

Other  diseases  — 

1 Saddle  and  2 necks  mutton — emaciation  ... 

9i 

Lungs — 

44  Stongyli 

• • • • • • 

99i 

13  Flukes  and  cirrhosis 

• • • • • • 

35i 

1 Cirrhosis  and  necrosis 

• • • • • • 

3 

37  Hydated  cysts 

• • • • • • 

69} 

6 (portions)  Flukes  and  cirrhosis 

4 

4 „ Strongyli 

• • • • • • 

4 

4 Strongyli  and  cirrhosis 

• • • • • • 

lii 

Carried  forward  16,139f 
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Brought  forward 


lbs. 
16,1 39  J 


Plucks — 

3 Hydated  cysts 
21  Strongyli 
5 Flukes  and  Strongyli 
1 Strongyli  and  cysts 
Pigs  — Tuberculosis — 

1 Carcase  and  all  offals 
45  Heads  ... 

28  Plucks  ... 

12  Mesenterys 

2 sets  Lungs 
5 Livers  ... 


7 

87} 

14 

4 

125 

604 

218 

19| 

6 

32 


Other  diseases  — 

Heads  — 

5 Abscesses  ...  ...  •••  47 

Plucks  — 

11  Pleurisy  ...  ...  •••  79  J 

1  Necrosis  ...  ...  ...  8 

1 Pericarditis  and  strippings  ...  ...  15 

1 Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  8 

Livers — 

1 Abscess  ...  ...  ...  4 

4 Milk  spots  ...  ...  ...  12 

1 Milk  spot  and  cirrhosis  ...  ...  5 

1 Necrosis  ...  ...  ...  8 

3  Cysts  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Lungs  — 

2 sets  Strongyli  ...  ...  ...  2j 

55  ,,  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  69  J 

2 „ Melanosis  ...  ...  ...  6 

3 ,,  Pleurisy  ...  ...  ...  4j 

4 „ Pleurisy  and  pneumonia...  ...  2} 

Mesentery — 1 Hydatid  cysts  ...  ...  li 

Kidneys — 2 Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  l| 

Hearts — 4 Pericarditis  ...  ...  ...  5} 

Spleen — 

1 Enlarged  ...  ...  ...  3 

1 Pig  and  all  offals,  abscesses  and  oedema  ...  30 

1 Hindquarter  (split  aitches) 

pork  trimmings  (muscular  haemorrhages)  174 
Flayings,  extensive  bruising  ...  ...  24 

2 Hocks  and  trimmings  (broken  shoulder)  ...  32} 

Strippings,  pleurisy  ...  ...  ...  4} 


Total  18,610} 


55 


The  following  particulars  relating  to  the  above  are  asked  for 

by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  42/51,  dated  10th  December, 
1951  : — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

Sheep 

excluding 

and 

cows 

Cows  Calves 

lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

104 

1016 

65 

2663 

3931 

Number  inspected 

104 

1016 

65 

2663 

3931 

All  diseases  except  T.B. : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

26 

289 

Nil 

1035 

107 

spected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

25% 

28,64% 

Nil 

38.86% 

2.74% 

Tuberculosis  only  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  number  inspec- 

11 

273 

Nil 

Nil 

92 

ted  affected  with  T.B. 

10.57% 

27.46% 

Nil 

Nil 

2.36% 

No.  of  occasions  overtime  necessary  during  week-end . 

Saturday  afternoon  Saturday  evening 

Sunday 

occasions  hours 

occasions  hours  occasions 

hours 

Self  ...  6 5i 

13 

144 

15 

30f 

Assistant  ...  — — 

17 

24 

15 

34i 

Total  overtime  worked 

— E.  Mercer 

• « • 

196 

1 

2 

G.  T. 

Hayes 

• • • 

162 

1 

o 

Total  359  hrs. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  {Amendment)  Act,  1954. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  {Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations, 

1954. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  {Pigs)  Act,  1954. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  we  have  a very  competent  team  of 
slaughtermen  in  the  area  who  are  interested  in  their  work,  and 
are  willing  to  co-operate  with  us  in  maintaining  a satisfactory 
standard  of  hygiene.  We  have  been  fortunate,  after  a lapse  of 
fourteen  years,  in  retaining  slaughtermen  young  enough  to  re- 
commence operations,  and  to  train  young  men  interested  in 
slaughterhouse  work.  Trainees  are  tested  in  their  skill  prior  to 
a licence  to  stun  being  issued  to  them. 
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Licences  have  been  issued  to  45  men  during  the  year,  and 
eight  men  have  been  passed  as  competent  to  operate  a mechan- 
ically operated  instrument  in  such  a manner  as  to  avoid  the 
infliction  of  unnecessary  pain  or  suffering  to  an  animal. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Pigs)  Act,  1953,  came  into  force 
on  1st  July,  1954,  and  by  this  measure  it  became  compulsory  to 
use  a mechanically-operated  instrument  in  all  cases  other  than 
slaughter  of  pigs  in  laboratories  or  research  stations.  Previ- 
ously “cottagers  pigs”  were  excluded,  if  not  for  sale  for  human 
consumption. 

Meat  Transport. 

In  July,  the  transporting  of  meat  from  the  premises  of  the 
wholesalers  to  the  local  butchers  discontinued,  and  from  that 
time  all  meat  transport  is  carried  out  in  privately  owned 
vehicles.  All  vans  have  been  inspected,  and  the  majority  are 
metal  lined.  Frequent  inspection  keeps  the  butchers  on  their 
toes,  and  thus  a high  standard  of  meat  delivery  vans  is  main- 
tained. 

Circular  MF  21/53 , 2nd  December , 1953. 

Circular  MF  10/54 , 29th  June , 1954. 

Livestock  (Restrictions  on  Slaughtering)  Order,  1947,  lapsed 
after  decontrol,  and  the  responsibility  passed  to  the  local  auth- 
ority to  ensure  the  safe  disposal  of  condemned  meat.  During 
the  year  we  have  continued  our  policy  of  staining  all  condemned 
meat  and  offal  with  acid  green  stain.  My  suggestion,  to  obtain 
a voluntary  surrender  of  the  meat,  etc.,  after  staining,  trans- 
porting it  to  a central  depot  at  Leabrooks,  and  have  it  collected 
as  necessary  by  a firm  of  processors,  was  rejected  by  Council. 
As  a consequence,  the  condemned  meat  is  sold  to  private  indi- 
viduals, viz.:  dog  owners,  mink  breeders,  etc.  I do  everything 
possible  in  the  way  of  slashing  and  staining.  I leave  it  at  that. 

Cat  and  Dog  Meat  Shops. 

There  are  no  knackers’  yards  in  the  area,  but  there  are  two 
in  the  adjoining  rural  district,  one  of  which  is  delivering  cat 
and  dog  meat  to  an  establishment  in  this  area.  These  premises 
are  kept  under  constant  supervision  to  ensure  that  all  meat 
sold  has  been  previously  treated  with  napthalene  green  to  mini- 
mise the  risk  of  the  diseased  meat  being  sold  for  human  con- 
sumption. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924-1952. 

Memorandum  3 (Meat). 

Posters  were  prepared,  outlining  the  duties  of  butchers  and 
slaughtermen,  and  placed  in  a prominent  position  in  each  of 
the  fourteen  slaughterhouses  in  the  area. 
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Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

During  the  month  of  May,  three  cases  of  Sonne  dysentery 
were  notified.  Immediate  enquiries  were  made  in  an  endeavour 
to  find  a common  factor  in  the  diets  of  the  patients.  Ice  cream 
was  apparently  the  only  one,  and  samples  were  taken  at  the 
two  sources  of  supply.  My  colleague,  in  the  adjoining  area, 
was  notified  re  one  source  of  supply  in  his  district. 

The  patients  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  the  toilets,  sinks, 
and  sink  waste  drainage  were  disinfected,  and  all  necessary 
steps  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

The  Shops  Acts,  1912-34-36-50. 

The  Shops  Regulations,  1912-1 3-37-39. 

The  Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act  and  Order,  1938. 

As  officer  appointed  under  the  Shops  Act,  I have  to  report  that 
steady  progress  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  The 
conditions  under  which  shop  assistants  and  others  work  in  this  area, 
in  my  opinion,  bears  favourable  comparison  with  any  other  area  in 
the  Country.  Attention  is  given  to  the  various  matters  affecting  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  the  assistants,  including  seats  for  females, 
rest  rooms  if  possible,  sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities, 
heating,  lighting,  ventilation  and  general  cleanliness  of  premises. 
Food  shops  in  particular  are  frequently  visited. 

During  the  year  water  closet  accommodation  has  been  provided 
at  two  shops  in  the  area,  and  Ascot  Heaters  provided  at  three  food 
shops. 

A total  of  1 , 1 64  visits  have  been  made  to  shop  premises.  Warnings 
have  been  given  with  regard  to  selling  after  hours,  and  of  being  open 
on  the  regular  early  closing  day  for  sale  of  articles  other  than  those 
prescribed. 

The  following  details  have  been  extracted  from  the  register  of 


shops : — 

Canteens 
and  Cafes 

Food 

Shops 

Other 

Premises 

Total 

Alfreton  ... 

• • • 

20 

92 

133 

245 

Somercotes 

• • • 

9 

73 

56 

138 

Leabrooks 

• • • 

— 

14 

14 

28 

Riddings  ... 

• . . 

5 

42 

23 

70 

Swan  wick 

• • • 

3 

23 

16 

42 

Pye  Bridge 

. . . 

3 

4 

4 

11 

Ironville  and  Codnor  Park 

2 

16 

10 

28 

Golden  Valley 

• • • 

— 

3 

— 

3 

42 

267 

256 

565 
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The  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

The  financial  details  relating  to  this  service  cover  those  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1955.  The  figures  have  been  checked 
against  the  books  kept  by  the  Council’s  Financial  Officer.  Every 
possible  economy  has  been  effected  consistent  with  the  maintenance 
of  an  efficient  service. 


Staff. 


The  staff  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Department  is  as  follows : — 


Refuse  Collection  — 

4 Motor  Drivers 
9 Loaders 

5 Wheelers  out 
5 Bin  lads 

Refuse  Disposal — 

7 Men  face  of  tip 


Depot  — 

1 Working  Foreman 
1 Man  part-time 


Salvage  — 

1 Driver  (part-time) 

2 Menbalingpaperandtextiles 
1 Man  part-time 


Nightsoil  Collection  and  Disposal — 

1 Driver 

4 Loaders  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction — 

1 Man  part-time 


As  in  the  previous  year,  we  did  everything  possible  to  avoid 
dislocation  of  the  Refuse  Collection  Service.  The  general  public 
expect,  and  we  have  always  been  in  position  to  give  them,  a regular 
weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  and  salvage.  Many  local  authorities 
have  experienced  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  service  owing  to  staff 
shortages.  It  must  be  realized  that  this  work  is  of  an  arduous 
character  and  we  cannot  afford  to  neglect  house  refuse  collection. 

It  has  been  extremely  difficult  to  keep  the  vehicles  fully  staffed, 
and  this  is  not  surprising  when  one  considers  the  high  wages  being 
offered  in  local  industries.  Resultantly  we  have  lost  the  services  of 
some  of  our  best  men.  We  did  our  best  however,  to  maintain  a full 
complement  of  39  men  but  the  figure  reached  35  on  several  occasions. 
On  numerous  occasions  also,  we  had  as  many  as  nine  men  absent  or 
sick,  and  7083  hours  were  lost  owing  to  sickness  as  compared  with 
7958  in  1953. 


Protective  Clothing. — As  in  the  previous  year,  all  workmen  have 
been  provided  with  two  suits  of  overalls,  and  one  pair  of  protective 
gloves.  Reinforced  gloves  are  provided  for  handling  baled  destructor 
scrap,  etc. 

Plant. 


The  salvage  plant  at  Leabrooks  consists  of  a paper  and  textile 
baling  shed  containing  two  ‘T’  type  Tonge’s  electric  screw  baling 
presses,  one  Rowell’s  corrugated  iron  tin  baling  shed  containing  one 
Shirtcliffe  electrically  operated  Bijoli  press, and  one  Heenan  Standard 
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mechanically  operated  scrap  metal  baler,  installed  during  the  year 
for  baled  destructor  scrap.  The  size  of  the  bales  being  about 
20"  X \2"  X 5"  and  a 12”  cube  respectively.  A portion  of  the  shed 
is  used  to  house  a Drimet  battery  charging  rectifier  for  charging 
batteries  used  on  the  cleansing  vehicles. 

Garages. 

We  have  accommodation  for  three  vehicles  at  our  Leabrooks 
depot  and  for  three  at  the  Market  Place,  Somercotes.  We  have 
excellent  facilities  for  inspection  and  greasing  of  vehicles,  charging 
batteries,  etc.,  and  this  has  resulted  in  a considerable  saving  to  this 
authority.  The  installation  of  our  own  compressor  and  plug  clean- 
ing set  would  be  a great  advantage.  Neighbouring  authorities  claim 
to  have  set  up  their  own  repairing  services,  and  the  cost  of  maintain- 
ing our  increasing  fleet  of  mechanically  propelled  vehicles  at  local 
garages  is  one  that  should,  in  my  view,  be  periodically  reviewed,  in 
the  light  of  rising  cost,  although  the  service  given  by  private  firms 
in  this  area  is  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  we  are  given  a degree  of 
priority.  During  the  coming  year  I hope  the  central  heating  of  the 
garages  will  be  completed — the  boiler  house  has  been  erected,  the 
boiler  installed  and  the  supply  pipes  fitted. 

Motor  Vehicles. 


Vehicle  demonstration. 


During  the  months  of  February  and  March,  we  had  a week’s 
demonstration.  Messrs.  Dennis  Bros.,  who  demonstrated  the 
“Vulture”  front  loader,  and  Messrs.  Shelvoke  & Drury  who  demon- 
strated the  Fore  and  Aft  17  cu.  yd.  refuse  collector. 

The  full  comparable  details  of  the  demonstration  were  recorded 
and  after  due  consideration  it  was  found  that  the  the  Fore  and  Aft 
was  excellent  for  our  purpose,  as  we  have  a particularly  dense  type 
of  refuse  which  facilitates  consolidation. 

We  accordingly  gained  valuable  information  as  to  performance 
and  placed  an  order  for  the  vehicle  and  took  delivery  in  August,  1954. 


Our  fleet  consists  of — 

2 Bedford  2-3  tonners,  refuse  collector,  short  wheel  base  1939 — 1940 
1 Dennis  10  cu.  yd.  refuse  collector,  ,,  ,,  1945 

1 „ „ „ 1949 

1 „ „ „ 1951 

1 Dennis  cesspool  emptier  and  nightsoil  unit  ,,  1946 

1 Shelvoke  & Drury  ‘ W’  type  16/18  cu.  yd.  Fore  and  Aft  tipper  1954 

The  Shelvoke  & Drury  vehicle  was  received  on  the  26th  July  and 
put  into  service  on  the  3rd  August,  1954. 

The  two  Bedfords  were  sold  on  the  6th  October  and  3rd  Novem- 
ber 1954,  respectively,  the  amount  realised  was  £l80/10/0d. 

The  Dennis  PRA  787  was  completely  overhauled  at  a cost  of 
£45/3/4  in  August  1954,  after  having  completed  33,500  miles. 
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House,  Trade  Refuse  and  Nightsoil. 

Throughout  the  year  the  regular  service  was  maintained.  House 
refuse  collected  once  per  week,  trade  refuse  and  salvage  twice  a week, 
closet  pails  at  least  once  a week,  except  in  cases  of  overcrowded 
premises  where  pails  are  emptied  twice  weekly.  Cesspools  have 
been  emptied  free  of  charge  twice  per  year,  and  where  necessary, 
additional  clearances  have  been  charged  for.  The  revenue  from 
these  sources  can  be  ascertained  on  reference  to  the  costing  report 
on  services. 

The  cesspool  emptier  has  given  us  excellent  service.  The  machine 
is  serviced  every  week.  In  light  of  experience  we  carry  spares  for 
all  wearing  parts,  as  we  cannot  afford  to  have  this  vehicle  out  of 
service. 

Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

The  controlled  tips  at  Leabrooks  and  Somercotes  Cricket  Ground 
have  been  well  maintained  during  the  year,  and  due  to  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  district  by  industrial  development,  municipal  and 
private  building,  a steadily  increasing  volume  of  refuse  had  to  be 
dealt  with.  We  have  been  fortunate  in  having  at  our  disposal  the 
tipping  site  of  4j  acres  which  the  Granwood  Flooring  Co.  required 
levelling.  This  is  conserving  our  tipping  space  at  Leabrooks  and 
elsewhere.  We  are  thus  in  a very  happy  position  with  regard  to 
tipping  facilities  in  the  area.  Again  we  have  had  numerous  visitors 
to  our  depot  and  tipping  site  from  other  authorities  and  school 
children  in  their  last  year  at  school.  All  have  been  impressed  with 
what  we  have  to  show  them  in  the  hygienic  disposal  of  refuse  and 
the  reclamation  of  waste  materials. 

Levelling  of  the  Brickyard , Somercotes. — All  arrangements  were 
completed  during  the  year  to  have  the  Brickyard  Site,  Somercotes 
(2-5  acres)  scraped,  and  fenced  and  ready  for  tipping  operations  to 
commence  on  the  1st  April,  1955.  I estimated  in  1943  that  we  had 
six  years  tipping  space  available  on  this  site. 

Owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  area  by  industrial,  public  and 
private  development,  the  amount  of  refuse  has  increased,  consequently 
the  period  can  be  correspondingly  reduced.  In  October  the 
Greyhound  racing  project  however,  on  Somercotes  Cricket  Ground, 
caused  a suspension  of  this  operation  and  at  the  request  of  the 
Promoters  of  Greyhound  racing,  my  Council  agreed  to  carry  out  a 
certain  amount  of  filling  to  enable  the  football  pitch  to  be  removed 
a few  yards.  To  do  this,  it  was  necessary  to  lay  down  an  access 
layer  of  refuse  from  Cotes  Park  Lane  to  the  football  field.  As 
the  corner  of  this  site  to  the  north  slopes  to  a depth  of  13  feet,  it 
was  decided  to  fill  in  the  whole  of  the  area  from  North  to  East — and 
it  has  now  been  approved  by  the  Council  to  level  the  whole  area. 
I recommended  the  site  to  be  scraped  in  the  first  instance  when 
Butterley  Company  had  their  equipment  on  ground  adjacent  to  the 
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site.  I feel  sure  the  conservation  of  the  top  soil  and  even  some  of 
the  sub-soil  would  have  been  well  worth  the  small  additional  expense, 
and  would  have  enabled  the  department  to  have  carried  out  a worth- 
while job.  As  it  is,  we  have  done  the  best  we  can  and  cover  the 
refuse  with  road  sweepings  after  the  maximum  extraction  of  salvage. 
The  usual  difficulty  has  been  experienced  on  an  open  site  in  dealing 
with  the  unofficial  sorters”  after  working  hours.  Several  warnings 
were  issued. 

I estimate  we  will  be  on  this  site  until  the  Spring  of  1956. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Surveyor’s  department  very  kindly  tar 
sprayed  the  Leabrooks  tip  depot  road  and  frontage  to  the  buildings 
on  the  site. 

Sale  of  Kitchen  Waste  Bins. — When  my  Council  decided  to 
discontinue  the  collection  of  Kitchen  Waste,  we  had  108  Kitchen 
Waste  Bins  on  hand.  In  the  year  1952/53  we  sold  a further  84  at 
26/-  each,  and  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year  we  have  a stock  of  5 
bins. 

Fetes  and  Galas. — It  is  my  intention  to  retain  5 K.W.  Bins  to 
loan  out  to  the  promoters  of  Fetes  and  Galas  as  litter  bins.  At  such 
promotions  as  the  Riddings  Flower  Show  and  Gala,  the  department 
co-operates  with  the  organisers  to  ensure  that  satisfactory  and 
sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  is  available  for  use  by  the  general 
public. 

Composting. — In  January  of  this  year  after  having  sold  33  tons  of 
composted  straw,  nightsoil,  etc.,  I asked  for  permission  to  purchase 
5 tons  of  straw,  ex-farm,  at  £*3.10.0d.  per  ton.  The  demand  for  this 
material  by  allotment  holders  is  considerable,  if  we  have  it  for 
disposal  at  the  right  time  of  the  year,  Autumn  and  Spring.  If  it 
were  possible  to  move  the  activated  sludge  after  a period  of  dehydra- 
tion from  the  sewage  works  to  Leabrooks  Depot  for  mixing  with 
composted  straw,  etc.,  I am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  allotment 
holders  and  farmers  could  be  provided  with  an  excellent  fertilizer. 

We  have  found  by  this  method,  a cheap  and  effective  solution  of 
the  nightsoil  disposal  problem. 

Reclamation  of  Raw  Materials. 

Reference  to  the  Costing  Report  on  services  will  show  the  com- 
parison in  receipts  from  salvage  in  year  ending  March,  1954,  with 
the  previous  year  : — 

1953  474  tons  at  7/6/12/1  per  ton 

1954  553  tons  at  £5/1 1/6  per  ton 

1955  550  tons  at  £6/3/5  per  ton 

We  hope  to  continue  our  salvage  effort  however,  as  it  is  realised 
that  there  are  often  factors  to  be  taken  into  consideration  apart  from 
the  monetary  gain  from  salvage  recovery. 
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House 

Refuse  Collection. 

Tons 

£ s. 

d. 

Bedford  7 

removed 

111 

36  19 

3 

Bedford  8 

>> 

975 

297  6 

7 

Dennis  6 

a 

2324 

789  14 

5 

Dennis  9 

>> 

3090 

917  12 

0 

Dennis  10 

M 

2355 

796  5 

10 

S.  & D. 

>> 

2510 

856  13 

6 

11365 

/3694  11 

7 

The  wages  of  the  loaders  (excluding  on  costs)  £5314/8/8  together 
with  £3694/11/7,  cost  of  motors,  gives  a figure  of  15/1  Oi  per  ton, 
compared  with  15/0i  in  1953. 

Wages  including  on  costs  were:  loaders  £’6354/15/1,  together 
with  £*3694/11/7,  cost  of  motors,  gives  a figure  of  17/8  per  ton. 

Trade  Refuse. 


The  income  from  47  business  premises  for  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse  not  having  any  salvage  value,  and  including  various  firms 
who  deposit  refuse  on  the  tip  at  a charge  of  1/-  per  load  or  ton,  was 
£ 194/10/10. 

Messrs,  Deosan  Ltd.,  have  deposited  72  tons  5 cwts.  of  straw  at 
lid.  per  cwt.,  i.e.,  £21/10/7. 

Trade  Refuse  Collection. 


Expenditure. 

Loaders’  wages 
Hire  of  lorries 

Income. 

Trade  refuse 

1953— £17  13s.  6d. 


in  excess  of  Expenditure. 


£ s.  d. 
53  10  7 

96  14  8 


£ s.  d. 


150  5 3 


Salvage  Account. 


Expenditure 
Lorry  hire 
Wages 
Baling  wire 
Repairs  to  presses 
Sundries  ... 

1953— £1768  7s.  Id. 


194 

10 

10 

^44 

5 

7 

116  tons  10  cwts. 

of 

The  Income 

being 

£ 

s. 

d. 

...  230 

9 

6 

...  1432 

9 

3 

...  53 

5 

0 

2 

3 

0 

2 

• • • 

11 

6 

£ 1,720 

18 

3 
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Income. 


Tons 


Mixed  waste  paper  294 

Baled  destructor  scrap  152 
Bottles  and  jars  35 

Cullet  12 

Waste  bones 

Light  scrap  iron  15 

Rags  and  textiles  7 

Ferrous  metals  25 

Non  ferrous  metals  1 

Straw 

Waste  rubber 

Canteen  waste  4 

Miscellaneous 


550 


cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

0 

1 

0 

2,032 

8 

8 

8 

0 

0 

720 

0 

4 

19 

2 

17 

122 

16 

6 

0 

0 

0 

13 

9 

8 

8 

0 

0 

2 

14 

0 

15 

2 

0 

64 

5 

0 

2 

1 

7 

77 

12 

7 

16 

2 

0 

140 

9 

0 

8 

0 

26 

206 

2 

11 

5 

2 

0 

18 

0 

5 

0 

0 

10 

0 

16 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

1 

8 

1 

4 

0 

5 

1 

2 

^3,394 

10 

8 

Tons 


1933 

0 

1934 

0 

1935 

0 

1936 

0 

1337 

0 

1938 

0 

1939 

0 

1940 

356 

1941 

426 

1942 

692 

1943 

548 

1944 

588 

1945 

525 

1946 

454 

1947 

519 

1948 

544 

1949 

557 

1950 

553 

1951 

706 

1952 

474 

1953 

552 

1954 

550 

Cwts. 

£ 

s. 

d, 

0 

15 

2 

11 

0 

109 

5 

9 

0 

140 

11 

6 

0 

329 

10 

0 

0 

562 

14 

6 

0 

340 

6 

6 

0 

355 

17 

2 

1 

1168 

8 

0 

7 

1348 

6 

2 

8 

2672 

12 

3 

9f 

2073 

10 

8 

13f 

2097 

17 

5 

8 

1806 

13 

6 

15 

1788 

12 

2 

16i 

2352 

15 

5 

10 

2477 

8 

6 

19i 

2247 

13 

7 

14i 

2489 

1 

5 

11 

5674 

7 

10 

3 

3131 

13 

8 

13 

3083 

10 

11 

5 

3394 

10 

8 

8051  15  £39,660  10  6 


64 


Efficiency  Statistics. 

Collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse. 
(Including  salvage  collected  separately). 


Number  of  Premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected 
Number  of  dustbins  emptied  weekly  per  annum  ... 
Estimated  tonnage  (refuse  is  check  weighed  the  first 
week  in  January  and  the  first  week  in  July)  ... 
*Number  of  Collectors 

Weight  of  refuse  collected  per  man  hour  per  day 
(365  days  per  annum) 

*Number  of  bins  emptied  per  man  hour 
*Number  of  premises  cleared  per  man  hour 
Unit  Costs. 

Gross  expenditure  per  ton 

Net  cost  per  ton 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

Net  cost  per  1,000  houses  or  premises  from  which 
refuse  is  collected 

Total  refuse  collected  (in  tons) 

Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 
(365  days  per  annum) 

"Excluding  driver  who  does  not  load. 


7730 

8001 

12282  tons. 
16 

2*108  tons. 

11*36 

10*93 

16/10 

16/9 

i/439 

£ 132 8 
12282  tons. 

28*78  cwts. 


House  Refuse  Disposal  Account. 

Expenditure. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Wages  on  tip 

2132 

18 

2 

Lorry  hire 

• • • • • • 98 

18 

2 

Sundries 

• ••  •••  12 

2 

5 

£ s.  d. 


Income. 

Rent  of  brickyard  (D.  Sansam)  ... 
Deposit  of  refuse  on  tip 


2243  18  9 


9 11  10 
23  15  1 

33  6 11 

^2210  11  10 


1953—^1995  15  0 

11 732  tons  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  at  3/9  per  ton  as  compared 
with  3/3}  per  ton  in  1953. 
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Nightsoil  Collection  and  Disposal  Account. 


Expenditure.  • 

Loaders’  wages 
Lorry  hire 
Sundries... 

Income. 

Emptying  cesspools  ... 


s.  d.  s. 
1114  6 9 

1178  8 4 
18  8 0 

2311  3 


d. 


1 


39  3 9 


2271  19  4 

2880  tons  of  nightsoil  were  collected  due  to  the  increase  in  number 
of  loads  from  cesspools,  at  a cost  of  15/9}  per  ton  compared  with 
16/10}  per  ton  in  1953. 

Nightsoil  Composting  Account. 

Expenditure. 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

Wages  ...  ...  ...  3 10  2 

Lorry  hire  ...  ...  213  3 

24  13  5 

Income. 

To  sale  of  compost  ...  ...  37  14  0 


Cr.  £U  0 7 


Combined  Costing. 

Collection  of  wet  and  dry  refuse — 

Tons 

House  refuse  11365 

Nightsoil  2880 

Trade  refuse  367 


£ s.  d. 
3694  11  7 

2271  19  4 
44  5 7 


14612  £5922  5 4 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  Order. 


Cr. 


Expenditure. 

Administration 
Wages  ... 

Rat  bait  ... 
Equipment 
Lorry  hire 


£ s.  d. 
3 10  2 
38  16  10 
17  6 7 

12  4 
13  8 0 
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£T$  13  11 


Income. 


Ministry  of  Agriculture  - Grant  ...  30 

8 9 

Business  premises  ...  ...  12 

16  4 

43 

5 1 

Actual  expenditure  ...  £3>0 

8 10 

1953 — £65  7 4 

Sickness  (Return  for  the  year  1954) 

U npaid 

Other 

Sick  Pay  Sickness 

time  lost 

Totals 

1. 

Number  of  men  involved  26  4 

49 

79 

2. 

Hours  lost..  ...  4321  236 

2526i 

7083| 

3. 

Percentage  of  (2)  to  (5)  5-07%  *27% 

2-96% 

8-31% 

4. 

Total  number  of  men 

employed 

• • • 

38 

5. 

Possible  working  hours 

• • • 

85188 

6. 

Percentages  of  registered  disabled  persons  to  total  staff — 

(a)  commencement  of  period 

• • • 

10-5 

( b ) end  of  period 

• • • 

10-5 

7. 

Number  in  (l)  absent  through  illness 

• • • 

23 

accident 

• • • 

6 

May  I conclude  my  report  with  a word  of  thanks  to  our  new 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  A.  Laurie  for  his  advice  and  co- 
operation ; to  my  lady  clerks  ; Mr.  G.  T.  Hayes,  my  assistant ; the 
outdoor  staff  of  the  Cleansing  Department,  and  foreman  Mr.  T.  A. 
Smith  for  loyal  service  ; and  finally  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  Councillor  M.  Hewitt,  and  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  confidence  and  support. 

E.  MERCER. 
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MOTORS  ACCOUNT 
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Reason  for  Credit  on  S.  & D.  in  miscellaneous  column  is  due  to  Ministry  of  Transport  rate  used  to  determine  cost  of 
services  being  slightly  different  to  the  actual  cost  of  drivers’  wages  and  fuel  consumption. 


Income. 


Ministry  of  Agriculture  - Grant  ... 

30 

8 

9 

Business  premises 

12 

16 

4 

43 

5 

1 

Actual  expenditure 

^30 

8 

10 

1953 — £65  7 4 

- 

Sickness  (Return  for  the  year 

1954) 

Unpaid  Other 


Sick  Pay  Sickness 

time  lost 

Totals 

1. 

Number  of  men  involved 

26 

4 

49 

79 

2. 

Hours  lost  . 

4321 

236 

25261 

7083£ 

3. 

Percentage  of  (2)  to  (5) 

3-07% 

•27% 

2-96% 

8-31% 

4. 

Total  number  of  men 

employed 

• • • 

• • • 

38 

5. 

Possible  working  hours 

• . 

... 

85188 

6. 

Percentages  of  registered  disabled  persons  to  total  staff — 

(a)  commencement  of  period 

• • • 

10-5 

(6)  end  of  period 

• • • 

• • • 

10-5 

7. 

Number  in  (1)  absent  through  illness 

• • • 

23 

accident 

• • • 

6 

May  I conclude  my  report  with  a word  of  thanks  to  our  new 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  A.  Laurie  for  his  advice  and  co- 
operation ; to  my  lady  clerks  ; Mr.  G.  T.  Hayes,  my  assistant  ; the 
outdoor  staff  of  the  Cleansing  Department,  and  foreman  Mr.  T.  A. 
Smith  for  loyal  service  ; and  finally  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  Councillor  M.  Hewitt,  and  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  confidence  and  support. 

E.  MERCER. 
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Reason  for  Credit  on  S.  & D.  in  miscellaneous  column  is  due  to  Ministry  of  Transport  rate  used  to  determine  cost  of 
services  being  slightly  different  to  the  actual  cost  of  drivers’  wages  and  fuel  consumption. 
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